
	

		

 

Volunteering & Fundraising Obligation 

Family Assessment:  In order to keep tuition low, each SMS Family is required to earn a total of 300 volunteer points and 
$300 in fundraising each academic year (“Family Assessment”).  If you have more than one child in the school, your 
Family Assessment does not increase.  

Assessment Deposit:  An assessment deposit of $300 is collected at the start of your time in St. Mary .  If you fulfill your 
Family Assessment each year, this $300 will be returned to you when your last child leaves the school.   

Fulfilling Your Family Assessment:   
Volunteer Points:  Volunteer points are earned at the rate of 8 points/hour, or at a flat rate assigned for certain events or 
positions.  Volunteer points can be earned through a variety of activities as the school.  For example, you can earn points 
by volunteering to work at the SMS Carnival, serve hot lunch, decorate for our Halloween Party or make pancakes for 
Breakfast with Santa.  There will be many announcements throughout the year seeking volunteers for various events.  
Note: Other adults and friends of one’s family (such as grandparents) may earn points for your family.   
 
Fundraising Points:  Fundraising points are awarded at the rate of 50% of the total amount raised, with the exception of 
our grocery card fundraiser.  For example, if your family sells $100 worth of car raffle tickets, you’ll be credited $50 
towards your fundraising obligation; if you secure an event sponsor, 50% of that amount is also credited towards your 
fundraising obligation.  Fundraising points for grocery cards purchased from the school are awarded at 5% of the face 
value of the cards.   
 

Other Options for Fulfilling Your Family Assessment:  Here are 3 ways to help families meet their obligation: 
 

• Families willing to volunteer many hours, but prefer not to raise funds: After earning 500 volunteer points, any 
add’l points earned may be applied, at the rate of $1 per point, towards your fundraising obligation for that year. 

 

• Families with little time to volunteer, but prefer to fund raise: After you earn $500 in fundraising dollars, any 
add’l fundraising dollars may be applied, at the rate of $1 per point towards your volunteer points for that year. 

 

• Families earning over 500 points & raising $500 in fundraising: Anything over this combined figure of 1000 
points/dollars, entitles your family to a tuition credit of up to $300 for the following year. 

 

If You Do not Fulfill Your Family Assessment?  Families that do not fulfill their Assessment will be charged $1 
for each volunteer point and $1 for each fundraising point owed.  For example, during the school year, if your 
family earned 50 volunteer points and earned $100 in fundraising points, your family is short 250 volunteer points 
and $200 short in fundraising points.  As a result, your family will be charged $450.  If you have paid an 
Assessment Deposit it will be applied towards the balance owed.  The balance of $150 would be due to the school 
before the start of the next academic year.  If you have previously used your Assessment Deposit, you must pay 
$450 to the school before the start of the next academic year.  Any unpaid balance will be carried forward to the 
next year.  If you fail to pay any Family Assessment sums owed to the school, you may be denied registration.  
Unpaid balances may incur interest charges.   



	

		

 
 


