
The third weekend in September the
school parking lot was once again
transformed into an enchanted spot for

a few days, home to the 51st annual St. Mary
Carnival. The Carnival is one of the most
popular events the Home School Association
sponsors. It is significant not only as one of
the school’s largest fundraisers, but it also

kicks off the year with a sense of community
and camaraderie. The St. Mary families look
forward to this annual week-end celebration
when they can spend the day enjoying the 

rides, eating great food and winning prizes at
the games of chance and skill. We spotted
Jack Luzzi shooting basketballs to win a
stuffed animal as big as he is. Of course, the
biggest attractions are the rides! There were
the perennial favorites like the Ali Baba and
the Dragon Coaster that never stopped. There

was a new Fun House and a new
Ferris Wheel that was a huge hit. A favorite
among the Swanson boys Will, Pete and Tim
and their friends was Zero Gravity, with the
Tornado a close second.  

The bake tent was again a popular spot.  Bake
Tent Chairperson Tara Boyle said that many
families really went all out with their creations
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We are seeking any
and all news about

our alumni. Births,
marriages, anniversaries,
business advancements,
and, sadly, even death
notices. Please send us
your news items to be
published in the next
newsletter as well as on
the SMS website. Let
other alumni know how
you are doing and what
changes are happening in
your lives.

ALUMNI
CORNER

My favorite thing
about Saint Mary
School is:  
There is an atmosphere
of care and focus 
which leads to a great
atmosphere to want to
learn. The community
of SMS involves the
entire family and this
leads to a family-type
atmosphere. The
teachers and staff at
SMS are dedicated 
and respectful of all
children's individual
needs and abilities,
and this also fosters a
sense of community.”

~ Parent of three SMS
students

* find other SMS parent
testimonials throughout 

this newsletter!

“

>

Alumni Spotlight
an interv iew with

RYA N  S A RT O R

What is your name and where do you
currently live?
I am Ryan Sartor and I am a Milford resident.

What is your current position? 
How long have you been there?
I just started my new position as Milford
Patch editor in April 2012. I started as a Local
Voices blogger in November 2011 and later
became a freelance writer for the Patch before
becoming editor.

What was your educational path after
graduating from St. Mary school?  
After graduating from Saint Mary's School in
2000, I attended Notre Dame High School in
West Haven for one year and then transferred
to Foran High School. While Foran had its
rewards as a school, I must note that the
teachers at Notre Dame were great and I
received an excellent education there as well.
One benefit of attending Foran was that I was
able to enroll in Educational Center of the
Arts in New Haven in afternoons, where I
studied Creative Writing. 

After high school, I attended C.W. Post, Long
Island University where I received a B.F.A. in
Film. I also received the Career Student of the
Year Award in 2008 for my work interning
with MTV, NBC, "The Colbert Report" and
Focus Features. Internships are a great tool
for learning what you want to do in your field
of study.

I graduated from Goddard College in
Plainfield, VT with an M.F.A. in Creative
Writing in January 2012. 

How do you feel SMS prepared you
academically?
Saint Mary School was an amazing place to
learn. The small classes and individual
attention from teachers made it so that I was
very prepared for high school, and the high
expectations of us as students taught me how
to study on my own and hold myself to a
higher standard than 'Just Getting By.'

Do you feel SMS provided you with a
foundation for your future? 
If so, in what ways?
SMS taught me that a school is more than a
group of classrooms under the same roof. It
was always the example of how schools
should be and taught me such invaluable
skills as kindness, goodwill and decency
toward others. Teachers such as Mr.
Montanaro, Mrs. Benedesso, Mrs. Birge, Mrs.
Nelson, Mrs. Eisenhandler, Mrs. Bartolome
and others made a fantastic impression on me
and set great examples for what a leader
should be. I also think that Saint Mary's has
some of the best arts and phys ed. teachers
around. Mrs. Pendleton did a fantastic job
teaching phys ed. and music.

What is your favorite memory of SMS?
My favorite memory was the eighth grade
class trip to Boston. It was a great way to
celebrate our impending graduation and we
were all looking forward to the possibilities
beyond St. Mary's, while recognizing even
then that we would miss our time at the
school quite a bit.

Car Raffle
Winners

The LaVecchia family
won this year's car

raffle, and they traded up
for a bigger car.  Pictured
are Julia and Gian. The
twins, Charlotte and
Jackson, in the backseat
are in our Kindergarten!



As we begin the 2012-2013 school year, it is

wonderful to report that we have 19 more

students in Kindergarten through grade 8 than

we did last year! In our current economy, with so many

Catholic Schools experiencing declining enrollments

and facing rumors of closing, it is good to see St. Mary School improving and

therefore exceeding even our own our projections for the new year.

Why?

• Maybe the excellent reputation we have earned over the last fifty plus years

• Maybe the fact that the high schools where our graduates attend are always

singing our praises

• Maybe our standardized test scores which are so much higher than the national

averages and which indicate more than average growth from year to year

• Maybe it is the safe, family like environment in the school and among its families

• Maybe the Christian values which are the cornerstone of why our Parish even

has a school

• Maybe our active and dynamic Marketing Committee and new website

(www.saintmaryschoolmilford.org)

• Maybe our wonderful parents, our ambassadors, who are proud to tell others

about our school

• Maybe our excellent staff who are willing to re-evaluate every year, re-organize

when needed, learn more about their profession, make advances in technology,

and who just plain love the children and what they do every day

Maybe it is all of these things!  

….and one more thing:

We just concluded our Carnival. What a wonderful event and what a wonderful

atmosphere. There were new parents working with veterans, Alumni parents working

with grandparents, high school students working with the Knights of Columbus.

Everyone working together – as a family – is a hallmark of our fine school. 

I have been principal of St. Mary School for over twenty years. While the job is

never easy, it is always a joy to see the teamwork, obvious as it was during our

carnival. It is also so uplifting to see the product we turn out, to hear what past

parents say about us, and to hear the accolades we receive from those high schools

our graduates attend.

I am proud of my ministry in this school and I am certain that every teacher,

parent and student feels the same.

Sincerely,
Frank Lacerenza, Principal

November 2012

A letter from the Principal

“
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October’s 
Food Drive 
was quite 
bountiful! 

My favorite
thing about
Saint Mary
School is:  
Teachers strive for
integration of
personal
development,
academics, and
social responsibility.
Consequently, the
Saint Mary students’
philosophies develop
a sense of need of
awareness of global
issues, social
integration and faith
within humanity.”

~ Parent of a 5th grader
and 8th grader
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The Milford Health Department
has hired and assigned a regular
School Nurse to our school:

Mrs. Christina Lowder. Mrs. Lowder
grew up in North Carolina and
graduated from the University of NC
at Greensboro. She then spent several
years working at the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit at Duke University
and also worked as a travel nurse in
the US Virgin Islands before moving to
Connecticut. We are pleased that she
will be working with our students,
parents and staff. Welcome Nurse
Christina to our school family!

SMS Welcomes Nurse Christina

At St. Mary School our goal is to Live
the Message of Jesus by educating
the whole child; preparing minds,

hearts, bodies and souls to live Christian
lives within our community and the world.

We are grateful to all who prayerfully and
monetarily support our Annual Appeal. You
have helped keep tuition affordable for our
parents, and enabled us to maintain a high
standard of excellence. Special thanks to
those who are the first to give to this year’s
2012-2013 Appeal:

Seraphim $100-$249
Lisa Stirling Haley

Albert and Sophie Homa

Richard Scinto

Cherubim $99 - and under
Richard Garvey

Jamie Rude

Tuition assistance, curriculum enhancement,
and plant maintenance are just some
examples of how this year’s contributions
will be used to help our school.

St. Mary School 
2012–2013

Annual Appeal

Milford firefighters and SMS dads,

Matt Ramos and Jason Casiano,

visited St. Mary School during Fire

Prevention Week and spoke with the

children in Pre-school through 4th grade

about fire safety. They also brought a ladder

truck to school!  

Fire prevention

>

The 

St. Mary
Kids’Closet
is open every Wednesday

from 9:30-11:30 and most

Saturdays 11-1. We accept

donations of children’s

clothing, toys, books and

baby gear (strollers, cribs,

car seats, etc.) and families

in need “shop” for free. 



SAVE the DATE
Christmas Tree Sale

• Starts Friday, Nov. 25th

Breakfast with Santa

• Sunday, Dec. 2nd

BINGO!
Remember 
every Thursday
night is Bingo
in the gym!
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W e have several 
activities planned

for the upcoming weeks, 
so please be on the look
out for communications
regarding this
worthwhile project! 

Rallyfor
Recess

– chocolate covered popcorn, decorated
cupcakes and all kinds of breads were just
some of the offerings this year. Under the
Food Tent you can always find familiar faces
ready to serve up delicious selections from the
grill. You can have your fried dough any way
you like it – with sauce and cheese or with
powdered sugar. Many of the kids voted the
Fried Oreo’s the best treat!

You didn’t have to look too hard to see
teachers and staff joining in the fun. Miss
Frampton did an awesome job cajoling folks
to buy their 50/50 raffle tickets. It is especially
great to see the alumni come back to catch up
with their former classmates. Many of them
even volunteer their time to work at the game
tables and under the food tent. And even more
remarkable, many of the alumni parents return

year after year
to help. It was a busy 3 days of fun and food
and excitement. Brian Robertson summed it
up best when he said his favorite part was
spending the day with his friends!

Dear Friend of St. Mary School:

This represents my first letter for the school

newsletter that I have written since becoming

pastor in January. As a product of Catholic

education myself, I know from first-hand experience

what the true value of a Catholic school is. The

education is excellent, competing with and in many

ways surpassing that given in public schools. Even

more important, though, is the formation in Catholic

values that we give the students entrusted to us, a

formation that will serve them well as they face the

challenges of the future before them.

In the nine months I have been at St. Mary’s, I have been impressed repeatedly by

what goes on within the walls of our parish school. The dedicated faculty and

administration work hard to fulfill their important role as educators, as formators.

The sacrifice of the devoted parents and grandparents is not to be understated. The

cost of a Catholic education, to be sure, is high, but the returns that it gives make

it well worth the effort and sacrifice. Then, of course, there are the children of the

school themselves, always polite, respectful, and pleasant whenever I have the

occasion to run into them. As I look at the students of our school, time and again I

am reminded that what we are providing for them is a treasure beyond price, well

worth whatever it takes to provide it.

If you are a member of the St. Mary School alumni, think about your time at our

school and how you learned the important and essential lessons of life. Remember

the teachers who worked with you, and pray for them, especially those who have

gone to be with the Lord. Finally, in a spirit of gratitude and a willingness to do

something to let the magic of St. Mary School continue, consider making a gift to

the 2012-13 Saint Mary School Annual Fund.

Sincerely,
Rev. Aidan N. Donahue
Pastor, St. Mary Parish

51st Annual St. Mary Carnival! …continued from page 1

>

Miss Frampton
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With all the goodness and love that
surrounds the St. Mary School
community when we celebrate

our Grandparents Day event, we wanted to
find a way to have that feeling last all year
long.  This is how the idea of starting a
Grandparents Club was born. It is a new
addition to our school family, and it is our
goal to keep our grandparents updated on
what is happening at the school, and
envision this group working together with
the school to help enrich what we already
hold dear to us.

Would you be interested in being a part of
our “Grandparents Club?” If so, please
email us your contact information
including your grandchild's name to
info@saintmaryschoolmilford.org and
please type "grandparent" in the subject
line. We will then add you to the group
and send you introductory information.

The Saint Mary School Drama Club 2012
presented their production of "The
Addams Family", based on Charles

Addams' beloved cartoons and TV series in the
1960's. On May 21, the 25 drama students
(5th through 8th grade) performed two shows,
a mid-day in-school production for classmates

and an evening show that night for friends and
family. This year's play was an original
adaptation written by St. Mary's drama
director, Lisa Lelas (former NY casting director
and founder of the former 'Soap Set Acting
Studio' in Milford). This year's presentation

marks Lelas' 17th annual
drama production at St.
Mary's. The show's assistant
director and backstage helper, this
year, was Lisa's teen daughter, Lindsay Lelas.

The show follows the Addams family as they
present their annual Halloween party and
reunite with their long lost 'Uncle Fester',
played by 2012 graduate, David Carelli. The
lead roles of Gomez and Morticia Addams
were brilliantly executed by Matthew Bader
(2012 graduate) and Christine Walsh (2012
graduate). Samantha Phelan (current 8th
grade) transformed herself into an amazing
Wednesday Addams, as did Sean Hayes
(current 7th grade) as her brother, Pugsley.
Grandmama was comically played by Julia
Petalcorin (7th grade) and perhaps, aside from
Gomez, the character of 'Thing' (played by
7th grade student, Catie Stiffler) received the
most audience laughter!

Congratulations to this year's Drama Club's
Shining Star Award recipients: Matthew Bader,
Christine, Walsh, David Carelli, Victoria
Savoca, and Clare Wetmore.

Saint Mary students interested in joining the
drama club are offered the opportunity, the
first week of January, on a first come first
serve basis.

>

NEW Grandparents Club
"Grandchildren

are the crown

of the aged,

and the glory

of children is

their fathers."

Proverbs 17:6

Drama Club News

>



T he seventh grade class participated in
the PROJECT WATER program with
the New Haven Regional Water

Authority. A representative from the Water
Company conducted three science classes at
St. Mary’s School in preparation for a field trip.
The students were taught what a watershed is
and constructed their own watershed using
plastic bins, newspaper and plastic garbage
bags. Instructions were given on how
dissolved oxygen, temperature, nitrates and
pH were important in determining the quality
of the water. Using various types of maps,

students were able to identify where the Mill
River Watershed was located and discuss how
the topography of the region could affect the
watershed. On the last day, the students
learned how to
conduct tests to
assess water quality;
the tests included
pH, temperature,
and nitrates and
dissolved oxygen.
Following these
classes, the students
went on a field trip
to the Mill River
watershed in
Hamden and test
the river water at
four different sites.

On October 3rd, Mrs. Birge and Mrs.
Dunne’s third grade classes walked to
The Milford Historical Society on

High Street to view three historical homes and
participate in a quill writing activity. The
students were met by museum volunteers
dressed in colonial garb who gave guided
tours of the Eell-Stow House, the Bryan-
Downs House and the Clark Stockade House,
and the third graders saw what it was like to
live during colonial times. They also viewed
The Claude C. Coffin Indian Collection which
contains over 4,000 prehistoric Indian
artifacts. After touring the historical homes,
the third graders were able to relive what a
colonial school was like by writing with a
quill pen and ink. They concluded their field
trip with a visit to the country store! 

LESSONS O U T S I D E

Project Water

The Milford Historical Society 
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t h e C l a s s r o o m …

>

>



OFFICE OF ALUMNI & DEVELOPMENT

72 Gulf Street • Milford, CT 06460

(203) 878-6539
www.saintmarysmilford.com

SMSToday
is published for alumni, 

parents, students, parishioners, 

and friends of St. Mary School.

PASTOR: Rev. Aidan Donahue

PRINCIPAL: Frank Lacerenza

Please check the level of your tax-deductible contribution and mail this form along with your check made payable
to “St. Mary School” to:  St. Mary School, Attn: Annual Appeal, 72 Gulf St., Milford, CT 06460.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________________________________

Phone #:__________________ email:____________________________ Grad. year? ________

!

St. Mary School is a very special place. Please consider a generous gift

to the St. Mary School Annual Appeal and help us maintain a quality education for our children. 

St.MarySchool
Annual Appeal

____ St. Mary’s Steeple $2,500 +

____ St. Mary’s Circle $1,000-$2,499

____ Archangel $500-$999

____ Guardian Angel $250-$499

____ Seraphim $100-$249

____ Cherubim $99 and less

Name as it will appear in the winter issue 

of the SMS Today Newsletter:

___________________________________

My Gift is: 

In Honor of: __________________________

In Memory of: ________________________

Gifts contributed between 11/1/12 and 3/1/13 will be listed in the next SMS Today Newsletter

There is a great
new way to

give this year!
For the first time ever, the 

school can now accept online 

gifts using major credit cards. 

To do this, visit our website,

www.saintmaryschoolmilford.org,

and click on Donation

on the top menu.

 


