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The Carnival is one of the most 
popular events the home sChool 
assoCiation sponsors. It is 

significant not only as one of the school’s 
largest fundraisers, but it also kicks 
off the year with a sense of community and 
camaraderie. All the volunteers work  
diligently to ensure its success. Thank  
you to all who brought us three days of fun, 
food and excitement! 

The students of St. Mary School wish to thank 
our parish and our community of the 2013 car 
raffle fundraiser. Ticket sales far exceeded last 
year’s success and we are extremely grateful to 
everyone that bought tickets and for those who 
sold them on behalf of the school. 
THANK YOU! >

Thanks to the generosity of SMS 
parent L.J. Wertalik, owner of 
In Your Phone Mobile Apps, our 

school now has a mobile app! L.J. put 
together and donated a wonderful app 
that will help parents on the run stay 

connected to the school. A really cool piece 
of it is that students can submit photos! During 
the carnival weekend many artsy and fun 
photos were sent by students for the inaugural 
gallery. If you are interested in downloading 
this to your smartphone, scan the QR code to 
the left and follow the prompts. >
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52nd Annual  
St. Mary Carnival

RAFFLE WINNERS
First Prize: Nissan Altima 

 Larry Meehan, longtime supporter of St. Mary 
parish and father to SMS teacher Maureen Birge

Second Prize: Apple Mini iPad 
Dan Kapral, Milford

Third Prize: $250 ShopRite gift cards 
Frank Dammassa, Milford

Are you receiving this by mail but would prefer to receive it as an email?
Let us know by sending an email to info@smsmilford.com, Subject: Newsletter.

Do you have 
a story, photo,  
or an item of 
interest for the 
next newsletter?
If so, please email  
Alicia Piselli at  
apiselli@optonline.net.

What do your customers see  
when they visit your website  

from a smartphone?
At In Your Phone Mobile Apps, we build mobile 
websites and mobile apps to help businesses, 

schools, and churches meet their customers where 
they are – on their smart phones!!!

We just did this for Saint Mary School, and we can 
do it for your business or organization as well!

Call L.J. Wertalik at 203-767-5594 to learn more.
Scan the code to 

download the SMS 
mobile app!

SMS Mobile App!



What is your 
name, where do 
you currently  
live, and what 
year did you 
graduate St. 
Mary School?
My name 
is Jimmy 

Johansmeyer, and I currently live nearby in 
West Haven. I graduated from St. Mary School 
in 1987.

What is your current job/profession?
I am the Co-producer of Pantochino 
Productions Inc. We are a new theatre company 
for family audiences in the New Haven Area. 
This year, we are performing our entire 
season at the Milford Arts Center (at the train 
station). In addition to the four productions 
we will produce, Pantochino is also opening 
“Pantochino Studios” at the former St. Ann 
School. Here, we will teach theatre, acting, 
dance and improv to young actors 7-12 years 
old. Also, we are starting a Teen Theatre for 

those 13 years old and up. Our first production 
will be “Godspell Jr.” When not at Patnochino, 
I am also a freelance actor and costume 
designer and travel all over the country.

What was your educational path after graduating 
from St. Mary School? 
Following St. Mary School, I attended Notre 
Dame West Haven, then to Marist College 
where I gained a B.A. in English Literature. Last 
year, I received the Broadway World Award for 
Best Actor in Connecticut for my performances 
in Pantochino’s “The Little Dog Laughed,” a 
play by Douglas Carter Beane.

Do you feel SMS provided you with a foundation 
for your future? If so, in what ways?
St. Mary School provided me with a solid 
foundation. I learned academic discipline, 
social skills and creative expression.

What advice can you give to our students?
Giving some advice...Work hard! Study! 
Take advantage of every opportunity that 
you are given! >

On October 7, St. Mary School hosted an informational High School Night.  
Representatives from Lauralton Hall, St. Joseph’s High School, Notre Dame High School, 
West Haven, Fairfield Prep, Sacred Heart Academy & Notre Dame of Fairfield were there 

to speak to our 7th and 8th graders about the High School Process.

Many of our St. Mary’s Alumni attended representing their respective schools. It was wonderful 
to see them back at SMS and hear the many good things they had to say about how SMS had 
prepared them so well for high school!! >

Alumni Spotlight
ALUMNI 
CORNER

We are seeking 
any and all news 

about our alumni. 
Births, marriages, 
anniversaries, business 
advancements, and, 
sadly, even death 
notices. Please send us 
your news items to be 
published in the next 
newsletter as well as on 
the SMS website. Let 
other alumni know how 
you are doing and what 
changes are happening 
in your lives

FRONT ROW (l-r) :  
Cale Kaminsky (NDWH class 
of 2014), Gabby Johnson 
(Lauralton Hall class of 
2014), Anna Lonardo (St. 
Joe’s class of 2014), Alec 
Albright (NDWH class of 
2015),  Anthony Salzillo (St. 
Joe’s class of 2014) and Will 
Gallagher (St. Joe’s class of 
2015) 

BACK ROW (l-r) :  
Finn Boynton (NDWH class 
of 2017), Michael Piechota 
(NDWH class of 2017), 
Brendan Hayes (NDWH 
class of 2015), James Miccio 
(NDWH class of 2017), 
Rachael Radwill (SHA class 
of 2017), Maddy Lagarde 
(SHA class of 2017), Christine 
Radwill (SHA class of 2015), 
Christine Walsh (SHA class 
of 2016)
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Alumni Return
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The Archdiocese calls an education at a 

Catholic school an EDUCATION FOR A 

LIFETIME. We say our motto is to LIVE THE 

MESSAGE OF JESUS. But, however way we say it or 

write it, St. Mary School is all about integrating our 

faith with all learning, and therefore preparing one 

for a worthwhile, productive life.

The school year only began three months ago, but 

already we have seen these phrases come to life 

through our service projects, or what we prefer to 

call FAITH IN ACTION. Examples of this include: 

bringing food for the St. Mary Parish Food Bank, 

donating used and new items for babies and young 

children to the St. Mary Baby Closet, collecting Teddy 

Bears for the Milford Surgi Center as part of “Make A 

Difference Day,” or contributing Halloween costumes 

to be used by inner city youth.

Equally important is the fact that so many outside 

the school show their FAITH IN ACTION by 

helping some of our less fortunate families continue 

to enroll their children in our faith-centered school 

by contributing to our Tuition Assistance Fund. 

We especially thank those families who requested 

that donations in memory of a deceased loved one 

be contributed to this fund. The fund also received 

a donation from the St. Mary Parish Knights of 

Columbus. It was especially gratifying to hear 

that the estate of our 

beloved late Pastor, Rev. 

James Cronin, has also 

made a contribution to 

this cause, one near and 

dear to Father Cronin 

when alive. 
 
Besides all this, we thank our Archbishop who gave 

us $15,000 from his Annual Appeal, those Catholic 

Parishes without schools who gave us $10,000, and 

the Foundation for the Advancement of Catholic 

Schools (FACS) who gives us $6,000 each year 

which they raise at their annual Columbus Breakfast.  

As a result of all those individuals and organizations, 

this year alone we have been able to subsidize 30 

children from 19 families so that they could enroll, 

or remain, in our school.

FAITH IN ACTION is definitely alive and well at St. 

Mary School through our many Service Projects as 

well as through all those outside the school who do 

so much to help our families and, as a result, help 

our school to continue in its Mission.

Sincerely,
Frank Lacerenza 

Principal

A letter from the Principal Fall 2013

The Kindergartners “Make a Difference” on October 25th and collected teddy 
bears to donate to the Surgi Center at Milford Hospital. Karen Geffert, VP of 
Human Resources and Compliance at Dichello Distributors in Orange, saw that 

we were doing this collection and, in turn, did a collection for us at her place of work 
and then came to donate them. >

What I love best 
about SMS is…
“…that my 
children are in an 
environment where 
they know they are 
loved and cared for 
by the teachers and 
staff. They are also 
receiving a top notch 
education that will 
prepare them for high 
school and beyond.” 
– Parent of 6th and 2nd 

graders



Back in the fall of 2011, Clare 
Bassano, then a fifth grader, 
approached Mrs. Adler about the 

school entering the Dannon Rally for 
Recess contest. With Mr. Lacerenza’s 
permission, Mrs. Adler and Miss 
Frampton decided to get the school on 
board to win this contest. Our hot lunch 
program offered to offer Dannon yogurts 
at lunch! We worked hard, had a lot of 
fun, and ended the contest that year in third 
place in the country.

Since we had so much fun, and 
it really brought the entire school 
together, we decided to give the 
contest another shot in the fall 
of 2012. The entire school really 
rallied together hosting drives 
and events to make our goal 
possible. The school showed its 
true spirit by coming together 
to write index cards and stuff 
and stamp envelopes to mail 
for codes as well as continuing 
to bring in codes from Dannon 
packages. Parents generously 
donated their time and effort 
to support us throughout the 
contest. One thing proved true, St Mary’s wasn’t 

going to give up! What a wonderful thing it 
was at the Pep Rally when Mrs. Adler and 

Miss Frampton announced to 
the whole school that St. Mary’s 
had WON the Rally for Recess 
contest and $30,000 for a new 
playground. 

After many meetings, a 
playground committee 
comprised of Mrs. Adler, Miss 
Frampton and three parents who 
were instrumental in offering 
their support, Mr. and Mrs. 
Matt Bassano, Mr. LJ Wertalik 
and Mrs. Denise Bisecco, met 
and finalized the plans for 
the playground addition with 
Mr. Lacerenza and Fr. Aidan 
Donahue, which was installed 

the first week of September. > 
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The annual Ministry Fair was held October 12-13 after 
all Masses in Father Cronin Hall. Thanks to all the 
school families, and especially our students who came 

in their school uniforms, who came to support our school 
and show St. Mary Parishioners what we are all about.

Recently St. Mary Cub 
Scout Pack 721 had fun 
during their Halloween 

themed meeting. The scouts 
enjoyed pumpkin bowling, 
toilet papering the mummy, 
a donut eating contest, and a 
pinning ceremony to welcome 
new member D.J. Kimberly to 
the Wolf Den.

The school gathered for a Blessing 
of the Playground Ceremony on 

September 27, 2013.

SMSRallies for Recess!

THANKSGIVING  
PRAYER SERVICE
November 27th at 8:30

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE
Starts November 30th 
Monday-Friday 5:30-9:00
Saturday & Sunday 9am-9pm

ADVENT MASS 
December 6th at 8:30

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
December 8th

CHRISTMAS  
PRAYER SERVICE 
December 20th at 8:30

FATHER DAUGHTER DANCE
January 24th 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
The week of January 26th 

OPEN HOUSE 
January 28th
9:00-11:00

SAVE the DATE

One of the 
many reasons 
why I love 
SMS…
“…is because my son 
often reminds “me” 
that we forgot to say 
our prayers:).” 
– Parent of a 1st grader



O n Friday, October 25th, SMS held its annual 
spooktacular Halloween party. There was 
freaky music, demonic dancing and a chorus 

of cackles echoing throughout the night. But not all 
who attended were frightening zombies and ninjas! 
Some benevolent beings graced SMS as well: Santa, 
Cinderella and her Prince Charming, and Mary and 
baby Jesus to name a few. Of course there was finger 
foods and drinks for all as well as a costume contest, 
awesome raffle prizes, glow bracelets and LED hula 
hoops. Thank you to all who volunteered to make 
this a smashing success! >
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Double, double toil and trouble
Fire burn and caldrons bubble…
Came all witches, goblins, and ghosts When SMS was the host! 

 Annual Halloween Party

Who knew that when 
St. Mary School 

students in Milford were 
asked for donations of their 
gently used books, they 
would bring in close to 
1,000 books? These books 
are being donated to the 
Norwalk and Long Wharf 
Pediatric Specialty Centers, 
operated by Yale New 
Haven Children’s Hospital, 
to set up reading corners 
and “take one/leave one” 
programs. Thank you for 
allowing your generosity to 
shine so brightly!



The seventh grade class participated in the PROJECT WATER 
program with the New Haven Regional Water Authority. A 
representative from the Water Company conducted three 

science classes at St. Mary’s School in preparation for a field trip. The 
students were taught what a watershed is and constructed their own 
watershed using plastic bins, newspaper and plastic garbage bags. 
Instructions were given on how dissolved oxygen, temperature, nitrates 
and pH were important in determining the quality of the water. Using 
various types of maps, students were able to identify where the Mill 
River Watershed was located and discuss how the topography of the 
region could affect the watershed. On the last day, the students learned 
how to conduct tests to assess water quality; the tests included pH, 
temperature, and nitrates and dissolved oxygen. Following these 
classes, the students went on a field trip to the Mill River watershed in 
Hamden and tested the river water at four different sites. >  

October was National 
Bullying Prevention 
Month and SMS used the 

opportunity to educate. Parents and 
students of grades 6, 7 & 8 viewed 
the movie Bully together with 
their teachers, Principal Lacerenza, 
Father Aidan and Officers Salati and 
Delmonte.  Introducing the movie 
and asking everyone to pledge 
against bullying was SMS Alumni 
Lexi Phelan who is a supporter 
of PACER, one of the largest anti-

bullying efforts in the US. Lexi also spoke to 
our 4th grade Girl Scout Troop about bullying 
awareness and how to be a good friend. Thank 
you to Lexi who, by bringing the subject of 
bullying to the forefront, sparks a discussion and 
helps us find ways to end it.  Lexi also designed 
a t-shirt in which all profits go to PACER, so 
if you are interested, please contact the school 
office. You can also sign a petition “the end of 
bullying begins with me” – go to www.pacer.org/
bullying/, click: “Sign the Digital Petition”, click: 
“Sign Me Up!” Thank you to everyone who was 
a part of this. >

On October 19 students from St. Mary 
School participated in the CT Future 
Musicians southern region all-star band 

concert. Forty-two students from seventeen 
Catholic schools throughout Southern Connecticut 
participated in the concert. Our school was well 
represented by our students. Music selections 
included: The Star Spangled Banner, March from 
Aida, Echoes of the Civil War, Firebird Suite, 

Eye of the Tiger, The Liberty Bell, Chorale Prelude, Thriller, and Looney Tunes. Students from 
the regional all-stars are invited to audition for the Future Musicians All-State Gala, Concert, 
Symphonic, and Jazz Bands. These bands will perform at Central Connecticut State University 
in the spring. The Concert, Symphonic, and Jazz bands will play additional concerts including: 
Lincoln Center, in New York, and the Old State House, in Hartford. >

Project Water
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Student Musicians Perform

Representing St. Mary 
School were: Juliana 
Dente, clarinet; Ryan 
Farrell, trumpet; Patrick 
Rice, trombone; Patrick 
Richardson, trombone; 
and Victoria Sogueco, alto 
saxophone. Congratulations 
to our St. Mary’s students.

  SMS Educates About the Dangers of BULLYING
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 Authors for the Day

St. Mary School enjoyed a great 
enrichment program on October 9th: 
Young Authors’ Day. The program is 

designed to support and enhance the creative 
writing curriculum, students began the 
day with an assembly introducing them to 
the “art of silence” – mime. The classically 
trained Mime artist, Toma, performed and 
gave the students tips on writing for the stage 
vs. the page.  He stressed the importance 

of structure and told the students where he 
got his inspiration for his stories. Students 
then retreated to their classrooms to write 
their own stories! Toma stopped by all 
grades to answer questions and help with the 
writing process. The day culminated with an 
afternoon assembly in which the students were 
recognized for their fine work and selected 
stories were chosen to be acted out by the 
performer. An outstanding day for all! >

Each year, the Foundation for the Advancement of Catholic 
Schools (FACS) along with Archbishop Henry Mansell, 
sponsor a Columbus Day Breakfast. Proceeds from this 

breakfast provide scholarship grants to students attending the 
Catholic elementary schools of the greater New Haven area. Each 
year we are fortunate to attend and enjoy guest speakers and the 
camaraderie of fellow supporters who believe in the importance 
of faith, family and a solid Catholic education.  What was very 
special, was that this year, St. Mary School was chosen to lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance!  We are very proud of our students who did 
a great job representing, not only St. Mary School, but Catholic 
students across the diocese. >

Columbus Day Breakfast 

The annual Blessing of the Animals, celebrated in conjunction with the feast of St. Francis of Assisi on October 4, was held at St. Mary Church on Saturday, October 12, at 12:00. Many school families brought their pets, on what was a beautiful Autumn day, to be blessed by Father Aidan Donahue.



St. Mary School is a very special place. Please consider a generous gift
to the St. Mary School Annual Appeal and help us maintain a quality education for our children.

Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________________________________

Phone #:__________________ email:_____________________________ Grad. year? _______

____ St. Mary’s Steeple  $2,500 + 

____ St. Mary’s Circle  $1,000-$2,499 

____ Archangel   $500-$999

____ Guardian Angel  $220-$499 

____ Seraphim   $100-$249 

____ Cherubim   $99 and less

Gifts contributed between 6/2013 and 11/2013 will be listed in the next SMS Today Newsletter

Name as it will appear in the spring issue
of the SMS Today Newlstter:

________________________________________

My Gift is: 

In Honor of:  _______________________________

In Memory of:  _____________________________

Please check the level of your tax-deductible contribution and mail this form along with your check made payable  

to “St. Mary School” to:  St. Mary School, Attn: Annual Appeal, 72 Gulf St., Milford, CT 06460.

!

offiCe of alumni & Development 

72 Gulf Street • Milford, CT 06460 

(203) 878-6539

www.saintmaryschoolmilford.org

SMS Today
is published for alumni, 

parents, students, parishioners, 

and friends of St. Mary School.

pastor: Rev. Aidan Donahue

prinCipal: frank laCerenza

What I love best 
about SMS is…
“is that everyone 
knows each other 
and how kids from 
different grades are 
friends.” 
– 8th grader

St. Mary School Annual Appeal

* Look for more SMS 
testimonials inside!

Don’t forget the school can 
now accept online gifts using 
major credit cards. To do 
this, visit our website, www.
saintmaryschoolmilford.org, 
and click on Donation on 
the top menu.


