
“I love my school.
St. Mary School 

has helped me to be 

a good student, but

most important… to

be a better Christian.

So many people at

St. Mary’s give so

much of themselves. 

I just hope I can

grow up to be like

the people that

surround me.”

– 8th grader

OFFICE OF ALUMNI & DEVELOPMENT
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(203) 878-6539
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SMSToday
is published for alumni, 
parents, students, parishioners, 
and friends of St. Mary School.

PASTOR: Rev. Aidan Donahue

PRINCIPAL: Frank Lacerenza

Please check the level of your tax-deductible contribution and mail this form along with your check made payable
to “St. Mary School” to:  St. Mary School, Attn: Annual Appeal, 72 Gulf St., Milford, CT 06460.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________________________________

Phone #:__________________ email:____________________________ Grad. year? ________

!

St. Mary School is a very special place. Please consider a generous gift
to the St. Mary School Annual Appeal and help us maintain a quality education for our children. 

St.MarySchool
Annual Appeal

____ St. Mary’s Steeple $2,500 +

____ St. Mary’s Circle $1,000-$2,499

____ Archangel $500-$999

____ Guardian Angel $250-$499

____ Seraphim $100-$249

____ Cherubim $99 and less

Name as it will appear in the spring issue 
of the SMS Today Newsletter:

___________________________________

My Gift is: 
In Honor of: __________________________
In Memory of: ________________________

Gifts contributed between 6/2013 and 8/2013 will be listed in the next SMS Today Newsletter
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Are you receiving this by mail but would prefer to receive it as an email?
Let us know by sending an email to info@smsmilford.com, Subject: Newsletter.

AHUGE thank you to our Major
Sponsors for the 39th Annual Saint
Mary's Basketball Tournament. It was a

very successful fundraiser for our school
thanks to your support and generosity!

From left to right, Scott Haverl of Napoli
Motors has sponsored the Basketball
Tournament in 2011 and 2013. Jorie
Cogguillo, representing Dr. Chris Cogguillo
and Cogguillo Family Dentistry, have been
Tournament Sponsors for the 2012 and 2013
tournaments. Jacquie Allen of Filanowski
Farms is a Tournament Sponsor for 2013.

Bianca Robertson, SMS class of 2009 our
youngest sponsor to date as a Championship
Level Sponsor. continued on page 6…

38th Annual Basketball Tournament

Daniel Boynton
Richard Crandley
Craig Delgado
Chelsea Dos Santos
Ryan Dunn
Christian Fournier

Grace Gallagher
Shivam Gandhi
Joseph Griffin
Lauren Haverl
Michael Haverl
Madeleine Lagarde

Desiree Lazo
Emma Mastropietro
Peter Nguyen
Elizabeth Parent
Michael Piechota
Rachael Radwill

Robert Rice
Tyler Riordan
Emily Rotondo
Lily Stiffler
John Wypychoski
Bradley Zsampar

Congratulations to the St. Mary School Class of 2013!

Dear Friends of 
St. Mary School,

Some of you may
have received
several copies of

our last Newsletter in
April. Our sincerest
apologies for this.
Please know this was
an error made by the
printer who handles
the mail service
process. The printer
did take full
responsibility and
assumed all costs. 

Thank you to all of
you who brought this
to our attention.

SMSToday Staff
EDITOR:

Alicia Piselli

CONTRIBUTORS:
April Bryant
Robert Creigh

Frank Lacerenza
Lisa Lelas

Carrie Philbrick
Diane Piechota

Alicia Piselli
Terry Vacca
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We are seeking any
and all news

about our alumni.
Births, marriages,
anniversaries, business
advancements, and,
sadly, even death
notices. Please send us
your news items to be
published in the next
newsletter as well as on
the SMS website. Let
other alumni know how
you are doing and what
changes are happening
in your lives.

ALUMNI
CORNER

"

Alumni Spotlight
an interview with

J E S S I C A  C O L U C C I
C l a s s  o f  2 0 0 3

What was your educational path after
graduating from St. Mary School?
(high school, college, post graduated studies-
names of institutions and any honors awarded)
I went to Lauralton Hall (2007) then Sacred
Heart University, from which I graduated in
2011. I am graduating with my Master's
Degree in Secondary Education in August of
this year from Sacred Heart. I'm also a
member of Pi Lambda Sigma, an academic
sorority for honors students.

How do you feel SMS prepared you
academically?
If I didn't go to Saint Mary's, there's no way I
would have survived Lauralton. My whole
Freshman year felt like a review of things
we've already learned in 8th grade. The only
aspect of high school I had to worry about
was which activities in which I should be
involved. The rigor of material at Saint
Mary's was something I always appreciated
because without I would not have done as
well as I did in my academic career and
therefore, would not be where I am today.

Do you feel SMS provided you with a
foundation for your future? If so, in
what ways? 
If I wasn't for SMS, I wouldn't know a great
majority of the things I know now, which

have enabled me to get this far in my
education. I wouldn't know parts of speech,
how to write a proper essay, or how to speak
in front of people. All of these things are vital
parts of my life, especially when studying to
be an English teacher. 

What are some of your favorite
memories of SMS?
I think the most memorable parts of going to
SMS are just the times when I was able to
spend with my friends. Being on the
basketball team and in the drama club are
definitely up there on the list of best times
I've had there. I loved playing in games,
especially ones in the SMS tournament, and
performing on stage. When asked about my
favorite teachers, my mind doesn't go to
college or even high school but straight back
to the years leading up to 9th grade.

What are your plans for the future?
Right now I'm interning at West Haven High
School and I just finished student teaching
there. I am planning on getting certified as a
Secondary English teacher and hope to find a
job in the West Haven district for the fall. I
will be graduating in August with my
Masters degree from Sacred Heart.

Sisters Abby ‘05 and Jessica ’03 Colucci

Saint Mary School’s 
40th reunion was held 
on Saturday, May 25th, 
at Lasse's Restaurant 
in Milford. 44 people 
from classes of 1973 
and 1974 attended.

Saint Mary School 40th Reunion

Do you have 
a story, photo, 
or an item 
of interest for 
the next 
newsletter?
If so, please email 

Alicia Piselli at

apiselli@optonline.net.
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The 2012-2013 school year is finally drawing to a

close. It was a rather interesting year! A hurricane

and the worse snow fall in recent memory closed

school for a week each. As a result, we lost the February

vacation and part of the April vacation, and adjustments

have been made for next year.

There was tragedy; it’s hard to let 2012-2013 go

without thinking about the horrific events in

Newtown in December. But as bad as that was, it gave

us all a higher degree of respect for educators and first

responders and all they do for children. Here at St.

Mary’s, the staff cried with you as you dropped off

your young ones on that first day back after that

tragedy as we all, parents and teachers, shared a

mutual respect for what we all do for OUR children.

There were many happy times:  

• The great carnival in September, the Halloween

Party and Breakfast with Santa.

• The most successful Basketball Tournament yet

• The most successful SMS Sprint yet

• All our Eighth graders were accepted to at least one

school of their choice

• Standardized testing again showed that students at

St. Mary’s are achieving above the national norms

and growing at higher than average rates.

I can go on, but I am the principal – I know all this.

With new technology you too have the opportunity to

stay on top of all that is going on in our school as well.

Just go to our website, www.saintmaryschoolmilford.org

– it’s all there.
Plus, there are
countless
pictures and
now even
videos which
capture the
essence of
what St. Mary
School is all
about. Please
take a look.

We have a lot
of plans for the
future. The project to replace all the blinds with

shades and the project to finish having all the

classrooms painted should both be done in time for

the first day of 2013-2014. We will be making strides

in improving the technology we need to keep our

school moving ahead and will be relocating some

grades and classrooms due to our expanding

enrollment.

As our year comes to a close, let me just thank all of

you – students, staff, alumni, parents, grandparents,

friends, donors, parishioners, and everyone else whom

we have the honor to include as part of our St. Mary

School family.

God bless you all!  

Sincerely,
Frank Lacerenza, Principal

A letter from the Principal June 2013

SMS 
Band Concert

On May 22nd, the SMS 

band held a concert for 

both students and families. 



Easter Egg Hunt

The 3rd Annual Easter Egg Hunt was
sponsored by our very own Knights
of Columbus Santa Maria Council.

Approximately 100 children attend this free
SMS event each year! Over 1,200 eggs are
spread across the rectory lawns for all
children in Pre-K through Second Grade.
The upper school children volunteer their
time helping run the egg hunt and Coffee
And to follow on the playground.
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First Holy Communion

"

SAVE the DATE
SMS CARNIVAL

• September 20, 21 & 22
Car raffle to be held on
Sunday, September 22nd! 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 

• The 2013-2014 school

year will begin on

WEDNESDAY, August

28th for grades 1-8.

The schedule for

preschool and

kindergarten will be

announced later.   

BINGO!
Remember 
every Thursday
night is Bingo
in the gym!

Iam a Grandparent of Megan Dzialo who made her First Holy Communion

this past Saturday, May 4, at St. Mary's. I can't adequately express in

words the beauty, reverence, piety and joy that was displayed by all the

children at their First Holy Communion Mass. It is a tribute to the Pastor,

Teachers and Staff at St. Mary's who have instilled in the children a love for

Jesus and the Sacrament they were about to receive. 

I am proud to see the results of the Catholic education all the children receive

at St. Mary's. 

Grateful Grandparents in New Jersey
Patricia & Sal Picarello

Please visit our website at www.saintmaryschoolmilford.org to stay informed of all the activities, news and
events going on at St. Mary School. And don’t forget to browse the photo and video galleries! You can also find lots of

great stuff on our Facebook page. Please visit and "like" our page at facebook.com/SaintMarySchoolMilfordCt.
Follow us on Twitter as well at twitter.com/StMarySchoolMFD.
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Saint Mary School was quite fortunate
this year to have had a line up of many
enrichment assemblies. History came to

life in February in celebration of

President’s Day; the students were captivated
as they took a step back in time with a visit
from President Abraham Lincoln. Hampstead
Stage presented a play of The Legend of King
Arthur and the Sky Dome Planetarium
assemblies. The Legend of King Arthur and
the Knights of the Round Table came to life

in a historical tale of medieval
adventure! The play
encouraged the children to
stand up for what is right and
to overcome their fears. And
in May, our students entered
the Sky Dome in our gym
and were introduced to a
"star filled" sky. Our
navigator, with the use of a
laser pointer, guided students
through the stars of the
Northern Hemisphere
exactly as they appear.
Students learned how to
identify stars and
constellations. They were
also introduced to Greek
mythological characters and
saw how these heroes of the
past can be found in the stars. Students
witnessed the night sky in different seasons
and from different global perspectives. They
were also treated to a slide presentation
which enhanced the presenter's tour of the
Solar System.

School Spirit Runs Wild

Enrichment Assemblies at SMS 
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On Friday, May 17th, over 250 children ran 
laps around the school for the 4th Annual 
SMS Sprint. At the same time, over 200

Grandparents and other special persons came to
celebrate our school spirit for our annual Grandparents
Day. They cheered the kids on, toured the school and
enjoyed a lovely lunch. What a special day! 
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38th Annual Basketball Tournament…continued from page 1

We are also very grateful to our Fast Break
Sponsors, Milford Bank and Stop and Shop
and Free Throw Sponsors, Morrison
Insurance and Bob's Discount Furniture.  

This was a fantastic season for the SMS 8th
grade boys. Winning the Saint Mary Branford
Tournament, Saint Rita Tournament, Saint Mary
Tournament and making it to the Semi Finals in
the Greater New Haven Parochial League. 

L-R top row: Shivam Gandhi, Christian
Fournier, Head Coach, Paul Bader, Michael
Piechota, Brad Zsampar, James Miccio,
Michael Haverl, Ast. Coach, Craig Corey

L-R bottom row: Bobby Rice, Finn Boynton, Joe
Griffin, John Wypychoski,Tyler Riordan. Not
Pictured: Ast. Coach Dennis Riordan

This year's Drama Club production of
"Cheaper By the Dozen" was yet another
success! 28 student actors (5th-8th

grade) created the cast of the endearing story of a family
of 12 kids trying to find a successful way to calm their
busy lifestyle while the parents continue to seek financial
happiness...only to find, in the end, that just 'being a
family' is success enough! The lead roles of Kate & Tom

Baker were played by Julia Bryant (7th grade)
and Liam Woods (6th grade) who both did a
stellar job, with many lines memorized! A
comedic performance was well done by Catie
Stiffler (7th grade) as the family's kooky
grandmother. Shining Star awards went to
graduating 8th grade students, Tyler Riordan and
Chelsea Dossantos. This year's production was
the 18th show directed by Lisa Lelas. Her
assistant director was recent 8th grade graduate,
Victoria Savoca.

The St Mary Drama Club meets every Monday
after school from January through May.

Drama Club News
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Archangel $500 - $999

Anonymous 
In memory of Rev. J. Cronin

Guardian Angel
$250 - $499

Nonna McInnis
In memory of Robert G. McInnis

Seraphim $100 - $249

Anonymous
In memory of Myrtus Steeves

Meg Edwards
Albert and Sophie Homa
Lambiase Family

In memory of Jeanne Wise

Michael Mahar
Charles E. McShane 

In memory of Claudia Turner-Mullins ’67 
And In memory of Joseph Burns ‘67

Ed and Anne O’Brien 
In honor of Tyler Riordan ‘13 and Ran
Riordan ‘15

Matt Oravetz
Mrs. Guy G. Ortoleva 
John and Veronica Pendleton 
Catherine Phelan 

Cherubim $99 & under

Betty Bergstrom
John P. Cahillane

In memory of Maurice and Nora
Cahillane

Diane and Anthony Candido
The Carelli Family
William and Susanne Doyle

In honor of Jackson and Faith Doyle

Ann M. Feeley
In memory of Harold Feeley

Craig and Beth Jennings
In memory of Joan Sylvester

Justin, Jacinto and Lydia Lucas
In honor of Justin Lucas ‘02

The Lupoli Family 
In honor of Tom Griffin and the 6th grade

basketball team

Ltc. Peter M Rembetsy
In memory of Margaret Rembetsy

The Unger Family 

St. Mary School 
Spring 2013 Annual Appeal

Gifts received between March 2, 2013-May 30, 2013
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Thank you to all 
of our contributors! 
May God bless you 
for your generosity!
If we have made any error, please

accept our apologies; we will reprint
your gift with the corrected information
in our next newsletter. Please contact

Alicia Piselli @ 203-876-9842 or
apiselli@optonline.net.

Our entire school community, led by
our 8th graders, came together to
"crown" the statue of our Patroness,

the Blessed Mother in our annual May
Crowning. In this ceremony, we
commemorate the example Mary provided by
accepting God’s will to be the Mother of Jesus
by placing a crown of flowers on her statue.
We do it in Church, on the Altar, to remind
us that by honoring Mary, we honor her son
Jesus Christ.  The prayer service is primarily
handled by our eighth grade class, who were
not only responsible for the readings but also
presented a Philippine dance as yet another
way of honoring Mary. The Second Grade,

who just received their
First Communion, dressed
in the Communion
clothes, processed in and
presented the song they
sang at their Communion.
Representatives of all
grades, Preschool through
grade 8, carried flowers to
the Altar as two eighth
graders placed the crown
on the statue of Mary. The
May Crowing is a special
way to honor our Blessed
Mother and highlights what makes our
school the special place it is!

May Crowning 2013

"


