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St. Mary School is a very special place. Please consider a generous gift

to the St. Mary School Annual Appeal and help us maintain a quality education for our children. 

St.MarySchool
Annual Appeal

____ St. Mary’s Steeple $2,500 +

____ St. Mary’s Circle $1,000-$2,499

____ Archangel $500-$999

____ Guardian Angel $250-$499

____ Seraphim $100-$249

____ Cherubim $99 and less

Name as it will appear in the winter issue 

of the SMS Today Newsletter:

___________________________________

My Gift is: 

In Honor of: __________________________

In Memory of: ________________________

Gifts contributed between 10/2011 and 1/2012 will be listed in the next SMS Today Newsletter

As a parent of a
St. Mary graduate,
I recall visiting high
schools and the
enthusiasm with which
SMS students are
received.  Specifically
one admission director
stated 'you always 
know a St. Mary boy.’
He went on to say 
that St. Mary students
consistently rank as 
the highest entrants as
Freshman, transitioning
well prepared for the
challenging curriculum
and graduate at the top
of their class as Seniors.
St. Mary provides a solid
foundation for high
school that has been
invaluable for my son.”

~ Parent of an alumni &
4th grader

“



Rain or
shine the
St. Mary

Carnival is
always a hit!
This year a
severe rainstorm

blew through ceasing operations on
Friday night. But Saturday was a different
story…with big crowds all day and into the
evening. The fireworks went off beautifully
despite the threat of rain. For anyone who

witnessed them, they
were spectacular! 
The sun continued 
to shine on Sunday 
as school families,
area residents 
and parishioners
gathered for
delicious 
food including
homemade sausage

and peppers,
fried dough
and of
course…the
famous fried
Oreo. As
always, the
St. Mary Carnival was a
successful school fundraiser thanks to the
many alumni and alumni parents who come
out to volunteer. This is a signature SMS
event where lifelong memories are made!
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St.MaryCARNIVAL!

Do you have 

a story, photo, 

or an item 

of interest for 

the next 

newsletter?

If so, please email 

Alicia Piselli at

apiselli@optonline.net.

Make a
Difference Day

The SMS kindergarten 

has done it again! They

collected 315 teddy bears for

the children who will have

surgery at the Surgi Center at

Milford Hospital. Thank you

to all who helped “Make a

difference!”

>
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We are seeking any
and all news about

our alumni. Births,
marriages, anniversaries,
business advancements,
and, sadly, even death
notices. Please send us your
news items to be published
in the next newsletter as
well as on the SMS website.
Let other alumni know how
you are doing and what
changes are happening in
your lives.

ALUMNI
CORNER

ALUMNI News & Notes
Some things run in the family!

ROBERT KAPUSTA, JR.
Class of 1972, lives in St. Petersburg, FL where he is a practicing attorney and senior partner
in the law firm of Fisher and Sauls, P.A. He is former treasurer of the St. Petersburg Bar
Association and has three children.

CAROLINE KAPUSTA BLACK 
Class of 1974, lives in Tampa, FL where she is a practicing attorney in the law firm of Mason,
Black and Caballero and has two children. She is a former state prosecutor and president of
the Tampa Bar Association.

MARK REIDY KAPUSTA 
Class of 1978, lives in Sarasota, FL where he is a practicing attorney with the law firm of
Niesviechyny and Associates and has three children. He is former Assistant State Attorney in
Tampa, FL.

KEVIN JAMES KAPUSTA
1973-1978, lives in Tampa, FL where he is a litigation counsel with the Travelers Insurance
Company.  He was former State Wide Prosecutor under the Florida Attorney General
specializing in white collar crime.

It's a question asked often. A question easily answered
by alumni who came and spoke at the Home and School
Association Parent Open House on September 12. Patrick Hayes,
a 2008 graduate and Notre Dame West Haven senior, shared
stories of how SMS prepared him for the challenges of a college
preparatory high school.
Class of 2003 graduate
Jessica Collucci shared her
deep religious beliefs as
being tied to the St. Mary
teachings. And Charlie

McShane gave a lively account of the days of St. Mary
1967 and how coming back really does feel like home.
The best way to understand 'Why St. Mary' is to ask the
alumni…each story is special; each story will give you
the answer.

My favorite thing
about Saint Mary
School is:  
The family atmosphere.
From the beginning, I
have felt like my son
was “known” – even
teachers that he hasn’t
had yet know him by
name. I know he’s not
just a face in the crowd
at St. Mary’s. I love
that. I also like that
there is frequent
interaction between the
grades. In schools that
don’t have the range 
of K-8, you don’t have
those opportunities for
the older children to
share with younger
children, and vice
versa. I’m glad that 
St. Mary’s optimizes
having collaboration
between the grades.”

~ Mother of a 3rd grader

* find other SMS parent
testimonials throughout 

this newsletter!

“

Why
St. Mary?

>
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SSt. Mary’s Church was the setting June
10, 2011, for the wedding of 5th grade
teacher, Miss Janet Orlando to Mr. Ken
Adler. Mr. Adler is the father of Erin

and Tanya Adler, Grade 8.  

The ceremony was attended by many faculty
members, staff, and both current and former
students of Miss Orlando and their families.
“It was so wonderful to see so many of my
students and their families in the church to

celebrate my wedding,” Mrs. Adler said. “I
was so happy to share this moment with my
family and with my St. Mary’s family as well.”  

After the ceremony, the new Mr. & Mrs. Adler
gathered on the lawn in front of the church to
pose with some of the students who attended
the ceremony. “This photo is very special to
me. Ken and I met here at St. Mary’s. I feel
lucky to be a part of a school where I can
work each day with the wonderful students,
the amazing and dedicated faculty and staff
and the supportive parents. St. Mary’s has
affected my life in many ways, including
bringing my new family together!” >

October 2011

Finally, we have 2011-

2012 “up and running.”

Like so many other

schools, a Hurricane by the

sweet name of “Irene” had something to say about

our first day. As a result of the problem from that

storm, we were not able to start until three days

late. The school and parish were OKAY – never even

lost electricity. However, many of our families had

problems.  Thanks to the City giving the safety of

our children priority, we waited until after Labor

Day to start.

It was, despite all that, a great beginning. 

We now have two full day Preschool Four year 

Old Classes! Our Kindergarten has moved back

over to the main building, thanks to the help of

our Boy Scouts. We now have a new, re-organized,

Committee-Driven Parish School Board in place 

to oversee and move forward such things as

marketing and strategic planning.

Our annual Carnival was held the weekend of

September 23-25. Other than losing Friday night to

Mother Nature, we were able to have a great time on

Saturday and Sunday – and the wonderful fire works

went on without a hitch.

We have welcomed many new faces among our

student body, not to mention new teachers such as

Miss Nolan, Miss Rappa, Mr. Bliss and Senora

Gonzalez. They have already become part and parcel

of what your school, our school, is all about.

In October many of the children, who entered the

doors of our school on the day it first opened in

September of 1961, will be entering those doors

once again to celebrate not only fifty years of quality

catholic Education – but more importantly, fifty

years of providing an education integrated with all

we believe about Christ and his teachings.

God bless our school and our children as we begin

our fifty first year!

Sincerely,
Frank Lacerenza, Principal

A letter from the Principal

A Saint Mary’s
Wedding

“St. Mary’s has
affected my life in

many ways,
including bringing

my new family
together!”
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Pam Mulla 
School Nurse
Nurse Pam, an employee of
the Milford Health
Department, was transferred
from Simon Lake School and
St. Gabriel School to SMS. She
has found the SMS community
to be very welcoming and feels

the transition has been a smooth one. As a
mother of three herself, she understands
parents’ concerns and welcomes
communication. Nurse Pam’s email is
pmulla@cl.milford.ct.us. Feel free to call or
email with any concerns or questions, but
please do not include any confidential
personal medical information via email.
And don’t forget to check the school web
site for any Nurse News!

Bridget Rappa
Language Arts, grade 6
Miss. Rappa is teaching 6th
grade language arts. She is a
CT certified English teacher;
Miss. Rappa earned her
undergraduate degree from
Central Connecticut University
and her Master of Arts in
Education degree from the

University of New Haven. She is quite
familiar with the Catholic curriculum as she
attended elementary school at St. Ann’s and
graduated from Saint Joseph High School.
Saint Mary School “feels like home to me.”

Migdalia Gonzalez
Spanish, grades 4-8
Mrs. Gonzalez not only brings
much experience to SMS but
also a rich cultural history to
her teaching. She holds a
Master’s in Bilingual Education
from Long Island University
and was a teacher in New York

City, California, and Connecticut. When
asked her impressions of SMS, she
enthusiastically replied, “I love it!”  

Charles
Bliss
Physical
education
Mr. Bliss is a CT
certified physical
education teacher
and comes to SMS

from All Saints Catholic School in Norwalk.
He currently coaches hockey at Ridgefield
High School as well as a ten-year-old
hockey team in Ridgefield. “The community
has made me feel welcomed. I am quite
happy here and really enjoying it!”  

Emily Nolan 
Pre-school
Miss. Nolan
teaches the five
full day four-year-
old program in
the pre-school.
She is a graduate
of Catholic
University in

Washington, D.C. where she earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in early childhood
education. Miss. Nolan was born and raised
in Milford.

Andrea
Dente
Pre-school
Mrs. Dente is
assisting in Miss.
Nolan’s class four
days a week. As a
mom of three
SMS students,
Mrs. Dente is

quite familiar with the SMS community and
enjoying teaching the pre-school
curriculum.

SMSWelcomes New Faculty& Staff

>

“
”

The community has made me feel welcomed.
I am quite happy here and 

really enjoying it!
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“

SAVE the DATE
Christmas Tree Sale

• Starts Friday, Nov. 25th

Breakfast with Santa

• Sunday, Dec. 4th

Christmas Band Concert

• Wednesday, Dec. 14th

BINGO!
Remember 
every Thursday
night is Bingo
in the gym!
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V o i c e s  
MI S S .  BA RT O L O M E ’S seventh graders recently completed a writing
assignment about their Catholic education. The focus of the essay
was “How has Catholic education affected you?” The students’
answers speak volumes as to why they are here and why they are
happy to be here! The following are excerpts from a few:

S T U D E N T

“Having a catholic education has
changed my life. I started my
education in a public school and it

was okay but the academics weren’t nearly
as good as the parochial schools’ academics.
Another part of it
was that I didn’t
have a very good
spiritual center.
When I was in class,
I was not allowed 
to talk about God,
or Jesus, or 
anything related 
to religion…When 
I transferred to a
Catholic school, 
my whole life
changed…I began
going to church
more often…I 
began to help at 
our church’s food
pantry. My Catholic
education has 
made me a better
person…At Saint
Mary’s I know that
people are there to
help me and to give
me guidance when I need it. I know that no
matter where I am in life, as long as I am in
a spiritual Catholic place that I will be
treated with the respect, the love, and the
kindness that each and every one of us
deserves. I would most definitely not be the
person that I am today without my Catholic
education. 

~ Emma, grade 7

Catholic schools help me in a lot of
different ways. The first way it helps
me is the amount of homework…that

is what prepares you for high school. Catholic
schools have stricter punishments…and that
straightens you out to be more mature.
Catholic schools have a uniform policy so
that I or somebody else doesn’t make fun of
somebody because they don’t have nice
clothes…[there] is more stuff to participate in
[and] this helps me to make more friends by
participating in activities…and if you need
help in a subject, they [the teachers] will help
you. Catholic schools help me and other
people about religion. To me, I am a Catholic
so by learning about Catholicism, I am
learning more and more about God and
helping other people. 

~ Joseph, grade 7

...aCatholic education has
helped me a lot [by] making
me a better student, taught

me leadership, and [about] being an honest
person. My parents sent me to St. Mary
School, a Catholic school even though I’m
not a Christian, so that I could have a better
education and be something good in my
life…teachers have taught me valuable
lessons like doing homework no matter
what…I could never have imagined how
great it is to have teachers that interact with
the students to get to know the students
better and the teachers are always there if we
need extra help…The teachers here at St.
Mary’s keep the environment safe and fun
for us to learn. They have also taught us that
if we want to be good people we have to
respect one another for who we are and
what we do. 

~Shivam, grade 7   

I know that 

no matter where 

I am in life, 

as long as I 

am in a spiritual

Catholic place

that I will be

treated with the

respect, the love,

and the kindness

that each and

every one of us

deserves.

My favorite thing
about Saint Mary
School is:  
The warm and 
loving environment
where children 
are challenged
academically but are
also learning how to
treat others with
respect and concern.”

~ Parent of students in
Kindergarten & 4th Grade

“
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Once again the children of St. Mary
School welcomed Father Bertrand
and Mr. “Domo” Bertony for a visit.

For the past five years the St. Mary Parish
has been “twinned” with Ste Therese in
Marbial, Haiti. During this time the students
have been “Living the message of Jesus” by
sharing their resources and prayers with the
children of Ste Therese school.

Father Bertrand and Domo, escorted by
eighth graders Tanya Adler and Ryan Tonelli,
visited all the classrooms and met and spoke
to the children. He thanked them for their
prayers and support and encouraged them to
do their best in their schoolwork. He told
them to pray and be thankful. Father
Bertrand was presented by each class with a
colored figure of each student to take back
to Marbial to hang in his school. He also
received hundreds of blank figures to be
completed by his students and returned to
our school where they will hang proudly in
our lobby. Our students are eager to begin
sharing letters and pictures with the students
of Ste Therese.

The school visit ended with lunch for Father,
Domo and a group of upper school students
in our library. Together they shared a school
lunch and conversation.

In the up coming weeks, St. Mary School 
will decide on our next project to help our
friends in Ste Therese’s. Father Bertrand
shared with the Twinning Committee the
continued needs of his school and our
students and families are ready to help! >

Haiti
Sister Parish Update

He thanked
them for their

prayers and
support and
encouraged

them to 
do their best 

in their
schoolwork.

He told them
to pray and 

be thankful.

Please Help Us! It’s so easy!
Simply HANDWRITE your child's birthdate 

and a valid email address on a 3x5 card and mail to:

DANNON DANIMALS

Rally For Recess Free Code Request

PO Box 1941

Danbury, CT 06813-1941

Only ONE REQUEST per envelope, but THERE IS NO LIMIT

TO HOW MANY YOU SEND!!! Multiple requests are accepted,

but MUST BE MAILED SEPARATELY!!

Thank you for your help! Mrs. Adler and Grade 5 Room 12

(any questions, please let me know! jorlando@smsmilford.com)

Rally
forRecess
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The mad
scientist
caused much

screaming when she
visited St. Mary
School on Friday,
October 28th for
the HSA’s 13th
annual Halloween
party. She brought

her spooky specimens for
all to touch, if they dared. The gym was transformed
into a ghoulish grave yard with a live D.J., dancing, mummy wrap, and finger foods
and drinks for all. There were awesome raffle prizes and a costume contest.  

Without the help from all our volunteers, however, this event would not have been a
success! Thank you and hope to see you next year!

Guardian Angel
$250 - $499

Mariann Nolan
In memory of Frank Imbrogno, Sr.

Seraphim $100 - $249

Kevin & Chrystine Cody
Anne Lisk

In memory of Roger Lisk, Sr.
Joseph & Jaqueline Mager, Jr.
Milton & Gail Rossiter

In memory of Grace DeLucia
Richard & Dolores Scinto
Ellen Tracy

In honor of the class of 1967

Cherubim
$99 & under

Frank & Regina Annunziata
Betty Bergstrom
Michael Berky
William & Barbara Bolduc

In memory of Barbara Bolduc

Peter & Claire Cavallaro
Richard & Eileen Crozier
Andrew Cucuzza
Elizabeth Edwards
Robert Fensore

Happy Birthday St. Anthony and Bob!

Randy & Patricia Firmender

Rosanne Hoagland
In honor of Joseph DiBiase, Jennae
DiBiase, & Mike & Ann DiBiase

David & Michelle Laflamme
Catherine Mazzola
Kurt & Heather Unger
Joseph & Bertha-ann Verna

If we have made any error, please accept
our apologies; we will reprint your gift 
with the corrected information in our 
next newsletter. Please contact Christine
Matthews Paine at 203-878-7790 or
fcpaine@hotmail.com.

St. Mary School 
2010 – 2011 Annual Appeal

Gifts received between 6.11.2010 - 9.11.2011

Thank you to all 

of our contributors! 

May God bless you 

for your generosity!

I want my
child/children to
attend Saint Mary
School because:  
Saint Mary School
lives its mission 
every single day. 
Each child walks
away understanding
that they belong to a
world that stretches
beyond them and 
that they have the
tools to make it a
better place through
their religious,
academic and
community pursuits.”

~ Parent of a 7th grader

“

13th ANNUAL HALLOWEEN PARTY 
was a Screaming Success


