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St. Mary School is a very special place. Please consider a generous gift

to the St. Mary School Annual Appeal and help us maintain a quality education for our children. 

St.MarySchool
Annual Appeal

____ St. Mary’s Steeple $2,500 +
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Gifts contributed between 6/2012 and 9/2012 will be listed in the next SMS Today Newsletter

My favorite thing
about Saint Mary
School is:
“The excellent balance

between academics,

spiritual development

and social growth.

Children are

participating in a

holistic education that

allows them the room

to grow in God’s love

so they can achieve

their personal best.”

~Parent of a 7th grader
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The 38th Annual St. Mary’s Basketball
Tournament was held March 1 – March
18th with 49 teams representing area

parochial schools from New Haven through
Fairfield Counties. The basketball tournament
is a major fundraiser for the school and the
students look forward to this time of year,
flock to the gym every night to support their
teams and show their school spirit.

We would like to thank everyone for their
participation this year. Congratulations to all
our winners, especially the St. Mary School
6th grade girls who took home the Jr. Varsity
trophy and St. Mary’s 4th grade girls who won
the Jr. Jr. Varsity title.

Congratulations also go out to the other SMS
teams who placed 2nd: 6th grade boys in the
Boys JV division and the 3rd grade girls in
Girls JJV division.

One of St. Mary's favorite basketball traditions
is the foul shooting

Do you have 

a story, photo, 

or an item 

of interest for 

the next 

newsletter?

If so, please email 

Alicia Piselli at

apiselli@optonline.net.

Above 4th grade winners are front row Erin Albright, Brianna
Reed, Cate Deprofio, Manci Gandi, Abby Paine, Caroline
Boynton. Back row Team Assistants Sally Boynton and Finn
Boynton, and Coaches Carl Deprofio and Dan Boynton.

Above 6th grade winners pictured are bottom row Kate
Paine, Olivia Creigh and Julia Petalcorin. Top row Jessica
Debs, Samantha Phelan, Julia Bryant, Catie Stiffler, 
Sadie Semrau & Krystyna Lugo. 

BOYS VARSITY CHAMPIONS
St. Francis / St Rose

GIRLS VARSITY CHAMPIONS
St. Lawrence West Haven

GIRLS JUNIOR VARSITY CHAMPIONS
St. Mary Milford 6th grade

BOYS JUNIOR VARSITY CHAMPIONS
St. Thomas Aquinas 6th grade

BOYS JR. JUNIOR VARSITY CHAMPIONS
St. Lawrence Shelton 4th grade

GIRLS JR. JUNIOR VARSITY CHAMPIONS
St. Mary Milford 4th grade

CONGRATULATIONS 
to this year’s winners!

St. Mary School Hosts 38th Annual
Basketball Tournament

continued on page 6…
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Awonderful tradition at St.
Mary School is the annual
May Prayer Service during

which our entire school family
comes together to “crown” the
statue of our Patroness, the Blessed
Mother. In this ceremony we
commemorate the example Mary
provided by accepting God’s will to
be the Mother of Jesus by placing a
crown of flowers on her statue. We
do it in Church, on the Altar, to
remind us that by honoring Mary
we honor her son, Jesus Christ,
present in the Sanctuary during
this service.

The service was primarily handled by our
eighth grade, the senior class of our school,
who are preparing to graduate and go on to
high school. The Second Grade, who just
received their First Communion, dressed in
the Communion clothes, processed in and

presented the song they sang at their
Communion. Representatives of all grades,
Preschool through grade 8, carried flowers to
the Altar as two Eighth Graders placed the
crown on the statue of Mary.

While a verbal description of several of the
known apparitions of the Blessed Mother were
said, sixth graders played the role of Mary and
those who were there during those
apparitions. The band played and the SMS
Chorus sang selected pieces to show how they
can use their talents to show honor to our
Blessed Lady. A group of our eighth graders
also presented a Philippine dance as yet
another way of honoring St. Mary.

While so many students were involved, it all
came together under the coordination and
leadership of Miss Simplicia Bartolome and
Mrs. Barbara Richards. As it is every year, it
was one of those signature moments which
makes our school the special place that it is. 

he St. Mary School and Parish family
was saddened and shocked to hear of
Father Cronin’s passing on May 5,

2012.  He had just retired from active ministry
on his 75th birthday, this past January.

During his almost 50 years as a Priest, Father
served several parishes of the Archdiocese,
the longest as Pastor here at St. Mary’s. For
the last 20 years, he served as the
Archdiocesan Pro Life Committee
Chairperson – consistently championing the
church’s central belief of protecting life from
the first moment of conception.

Father was also a leader in the cause to secure
the rights of parents who choose to have their
children educated in non-public schools,
specifically Catholic Schools. Many times the
parents, board members and staff of the school
heard Father talk about the misuse of the
concept of “Separation of Church and State” in
our city, state and country. Many times did
everyone hear him passionately appeal to all of
us to “get in the ear” of our state

representatives to insist that we are granted
those rights we should have.

While a solid leader, he was very humble.
Although not obvious to everyone, he was
always there to support those to whom he
delegated the responsibility of Catholic School
Education.

He was very proud of his ministry as a Priest,
but he didn’t flaunt it. In fact, around the
school he rarely wore his Roman collar – so
much so that when he did, the students knew
he was on his way to an important meeting or
liturgical function.

To sum it up, Father Cronin was a man of
God, one who lived out his ministry and
taught all of us – parishioners, employees,
parents, volunteers and students, that we too
each have a ministry – one we should live out
to the fullest. 

We will all miss him but we all know that he
will always be with us – except now in a very
special way. 

REMEMBERING REV. JAMES J. CRONIN
J A N U A R Y ,  1 9 3 7  –  M A Y ,  2 0 1 2

Pastor of St. Mary Parish and School, Milford, CT January, 1994 – January, 2012

>

>

T

May Crowning • May 16, 2012
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One of the compliments we consistently
receive about St. Mary School
graduates is how they excel at public

speaking. This is true in part because starting
in Preschool, the students get the opportunity
to participate and host prayer services and
Masses in church. When the children are in
Preschool, they participate in age appropriate
activities such as singing and reciting prayers
in church. However, as the students get older,
they are responsible for most parts of the
Mass, and each month one grade is in charge
of the Service. These monthly masses offer the
students the great opportunity to read
scriptures, lead prayers, choose songs, and

enact bible stories such as
Christmas plays and the
Stations of the Cross. As
you can imagine, a lot of
preparation goes into
these services and the
classes practice everyday
for a couple weeks; we are
very blessed to have St. Mary Church just a
short walk away so frequent trips are made
with ease. We welcome friends, families,
and all St. Mary Parishioners to attend
these services and you will see for yourself
the comfortability and confidence the students
exhibit on the altar. >

On May 5, 2012, 
I received a call
from our Pastor,

Father Donahue. He told

me he had sad and

shocking news – Father

Cronin, our Pastor for

eighteen years until his

retirement last January,

had died.

Since his retirement, I had been putting some

thoughts together by which to honor Father Cronin

and celebrate his retirement.  The tone of this letter

obviously has changed – but the idea of celebrating

for Father Cronin must still be done.

I have been the principal of St. Mary school for 20

years and for eighteen of those years Father James J.

Cronin, sometimes referred to as “JC,” sometimes just

“Jim,” was my boss. He was also a spiritual mentor,

constant supporter, and dare I say – friend.

In those years, he was able to find the funds needed to

turn a plain large concrete slab in the basement of the

Convent into an early childhood center which we

used as a Kindergarten and, more recently, what we

used for the expansion of our very successful

Preschool which, as Father would want me to remind

you, was recently chosen by a public online poll to be

the BEST PRESCHOOL IN MILFORD!.

Father, while not being on top of the latest technology,

was still instrumental in allowing us and helping us to

find the recourses needed to bring the school

technologically ahead so that now technology is woven

into the entire curriculum and everything we do.  

It was Father Cronin who first brought foreign

language into our school by volunteering to teach

Latin to our eighth graders – something he continued

to do until the actual day of his retirement. He also

allowed the school to begin teaching Spanish – now

being taught in Kindergarten through grade 8.

Besides these obvious things, Father was always

there, most times behind the scenes, to support us

and back us. In the face of controversy, he was a true

leader always supporting what was right – even if

not popular.

I can go on and on with stories about Father Cronin –

my boss. Suffice it to say he was always there for me,

for the teachers and staff and, more importantly, for

this school and its children and parents.

One of his famous sayings was “take the rest of the

day off!” – even at 9:00 in the morning! Luckily, none

of us ever took him seriously. I do remember,

however, one night at about 10:30 PM, after a very

rough and long budget meeting, as I was about to

complain to him privately about some others at that

meeting, he saying to me “take the rest of the day off!”

– I knew exactly what he meant.

So, if there is one thing I would have like to say to

Father Cronin, some words I could say as he passed

from this life to his eternal glory, it is this:

“TAKE THE REST OF ETERNITY OFF JIM CRONIN

– YOU DESERVE IT!

Sincerely,

Frank Lacerenza
Principal

A letter from the Principal Spring 2012

Monthly School Masses 
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FLOWER MODEL

A fter learning about the importance of
Angiosperms, seventh grade students

learned how Angiosperms reproduce with
flowers. The students were responsible to
know the location and importance of all the
parts of a flower. As an activity, students
constructed creative models of flowers that
included receptacle, sepals, stamen and
pistil – all the parts of the Angiosperms’
perfect flower.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ROLLER COASTERS

Following a unit on force and
motion, eighth grade students

applied these concepts to create a
working roller coaster. The students
decorated their coaster to create a St.
Mary amusement park in the gym. As
part of the project, the students had to
complete a lab report that would
describe how they made the roller
coaster and answer questions that
included applications of Newton’s

Laws of Motion, gravity and friction.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
DISSECTION

A s part of the unit 
on invertebrates,

students learned that the
earthworm is a complex
worm because it has a
digestive system,
reproductive system,
circulatory system and
nervous system. After a
PowerPoint lesson that

showed an earthworm dissection,
the seventh grade students had a chance to
dissect the earthworm themselves. This
activity was followed by a dissection of a frog
so the students could compare their anatomy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
GENETICS

Following the chapter on DNA, sixth grade
students learned how sections on DNA

called genes, control traits of all organisms.
The students were taught the relationship
between dominant and recessive genes and
how to use Punnet Squares to analyze the
possible gene combinations and traits of
offspring. The students created alien
populations and used their knowledge of
Punnet squares to illustrate the gene
combinations and traits the offspring of their
alien parents would have. 

“HAVE BONES, WILL TRAVEL”

Curiosity was definitely peeked when
Linda Pellico, PHD, APRN and Assistant

Professor at Yale University School of
Nursing visited SMS. Thanks to one of the
class parents, Yale's "Have Bones, Will Travel"
program visited the second grade. This was a
wonderful enrichment program, and the
students and teachers alike had a ball and
learned a lot. 

The presentation included many interesting
facts and demonstrations about how our
bodies work. Linda passed around a fragile
human skull and a variety of bones and
explained the fascinating process of how our
bones produce blood. 

The students learned a lot about their organs,
saw a real kidney and then they "gloved-up" 
for a demonstration of a healthy human lung
versus a smoker's lung. She concluded the event
with a display of X-rays showing broken bones
and emphasized why safety gear like helmets
are so important for protecting your body.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

KINDERGARTEN ENRICHMENT

On Friday May 11th Mr. Milan Bull, Senior
Director of Science and Conservation at

The Connecticut Audubon Society, visited the
Kindergarten for an afternoon of learning
while having fun. He brought with him some
creatures for the children to see, hold and
learn about. The theme was “Spring”so all the
animals, reptiles and birds he brought to share
were related to this season.

BINGO!
Remember 
every Thursday
night is Bingo
in the gym!

Science Comes Alive at SMS!



n Friday May
18th, over 200
parents &

grandparents came to
cheer on the students
during the St. Mary
School's 3rd Annual
Sprint and
Grandparents Day.
They watched as
students completed
laps around the
school to raise money

for the Home School Association. Our guests

of honor, our Grandparents, were
greeted by a large photo collage of
pictures sent in by the families, were
given VIP badges to wear for the day,
and all were entered to win raffle
baskets. In addition, they were treated
to a delicious breakfast of baked goods
prepared by a school parent and a
luncheon that was kindly donated by
Napoli Deli of Milford. Our guests also
had the opportunity to visit the
classrooms, meet the teachers and see the kids
in action. It is a pleasure to honor our
grandparents and boy were they proud! >

>

Sprint & Grandparents Day  

Brooke Allison Photography

Brooke Allison Photography

First Holy Communion
Reverend Aidan N. Donahue presided
over a First Holy Communion Mass on
May 5th to a full church of friends and
family. It was his inaugural First Holy
Communion celebration as Pastor of St.
Mary Church, and the second graders
from St. Mary School had the privilege
of receiving the sacrament from Father.
Congratulations to both Miss Frampton
and Mrs. Dunne’s classes! 
Brooke Allison Photography

SMS Preschool
Voted Best 
in Milford

Congratulations to St. Mary
Preschool for being voted
Milford Patch Readers’

Choice Winner for Best Preschool!
We are very excited and honored
to have been awarded this
distinction. It truly is a preschool
that sets the foundation for a
child’s life long learning.

St. Mary Preschool offers a variety of full and
part time enrollment options to meet the
needs of families with 3 & 4 year olds. Our
team of preschool teachers have 57 years of
combined experience. We believe preparing
our children to be the leaders of tomorrow
begins with instilling in them a profound love
for God and for each other. Spring 2012 5

O
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Recently the St. Mary School 3rd and 
4th grade Brownies participated in a
Community Service Project. The girls

took $105 from their Girl Scout Cookie profit
and went shopping at ShopRite of Milford for
the John Rigley Food Bank. They were broken
up into 3 teams and each team was given a
budget of $35 for spending. They all came in
under budget and purchased well over 100
food items. Great job girls!

Go Brownies!

Pictured left to right are: Gwendolyn Logiodice, Brianna
Mainolfi, Victoria Sogueco, Morgan Bisecco, Laura Ellison,
Emily Haverl, Jenna DeEll, Jade Petalcorin and Hanna
Zabski. Missing from photo: Sophia Dana.



contest. It is open to all students 3rd-8th grade
regardless of whether you are on a team. You
get 10 shots and the one with the most in,
wins. Congratulations to this year's winners! 

A very important part of our tourney is when
The Ray Fitzpatrick Awards are given to
memorialize the man who started the
tournament and ran it until he passed away in
2004. It is presented to a member of each team
from grades 5-8 who exemplify the spirit of

sports at SMS: teamwork, dedication,
sportsmanship and respect to others (traits so
wonderfully exemplified by Mr. Fitzpatrick).

Congratulations to this year's winners:
Robert Varnum, Clare Wetmore, Bradley
Zsampar, Madeleine Lagarde, Greg Jazwinski,
Olivia Creigh, Patrick Cody, Erin Eason and
Krystyna Lugo.

Thank you to
Cogguillo Family Dentistry
as the sponsor of the St. Mary School 38th
Annual Basketball Tournament. Chris
Cogguillo is a St. Mary School alumni, and
local dentist with offices in Milford and
Orange. He and his wife Jorie have been St.
Mary parents and active supporters of the
school since 1997. “We think that the SMS
basketball tournament – and all the
camaraderie, school spirit, and volunteerism
that the event generates – is one of the best
parts of being part of St. Mary School.” 

The Cogguillo’s son, Will, attended St. Mary’s
until 2004 and Megan graduated in May 2008.
Pictured here with Chris and Jorie are Leah
and Grace who are in fifth and eighth grade
respectively. Jorie has been a room mother
almost every year since 1999 and Chris is
currently chairing the Advancement
Committee and serving as the Vice President
of the School Board.

38th Annual Basketball Tournament…continued from page 1
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Foul Shooting Contest Winners
GIRLS BOYS

3rd grade ..........................................
WINNER Laura Ellison Mason Gregory
RUNNER UP Hanna Zabski Jon Jazwinski 
4th grade ..........................................
WINNER Cate DeProfio Joey Bierowski
RUNNER UP Brianna Reed Nick Piselli 
5th grade ..........................................
WINNER Pamela Ellison Ryan Riordoan
RUNNER UP Erin Eason Thomas Griffin
6th grade ..........................................
WINNER Olivia Creigh Michael Tarantino
RUNNER UP Catie Stiffler Michael Robertson 
7th grade ..........................................
WINNER Lauren Haverl Michael Haverl
RUNNER UP Desiree Lazo Michael Piechota
8th grade ..........................................
WINNER Victoria Savoca Bobby Varnum
RUNNER UP Christine Walsh Ryan Tonelli

On March 19th the
students of Saint Mary

School showed off their
school spirit by hosting the
school’s 3rd Annual
Cheerfest for local area
Catholic Schools. Seven
cheerleading squads
participated in the event,
along with special guests

from CT Spirit Zone. Saint Mary’s will hold a Cheerfest again next year and
hopes to have even more squads participate and share their school spirit!  

Pictured here is St. Mary School Squad. Front row Catie Stiffler, Lydia Dupree, Erin Albright,
Manci Gandi, Avery Andrews, Anja Voges. Back Row Abby Paine, Emma Mastropietro, Kate
Paine, Clare Wetmore, Julia Bryant, Victoria Savoca, Krystyna Lugo, Juliana Dente, Caroline
Boynton, Cate DeProfio.

St. Mary School Cheerfest Showcases School Spirit

We want to thank Bob Creigh for his
dedication to capturing all the
wonderful moments that make our

school special. Many of the photos you see in
this newsletter and playing on the TV in our
lobby are pieces of his work. We are grateful to
him and all the trips he makes to our school!
To see more of his work visit
robertcreigh.smugmug.com.
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SAVE the DATE
SMS CARNIVAL

• September 21st-23rd

CAR RAFFLE

• September 23rd 



Thank you to all 
of our contributors! 
May God bless you 
for your generosity!

If we have made any error, please
accept our apologies; we will reprint

your gift with the corrected information
in our next newsletter. Please contact

Alicia Piselli @ 203-876-9842 or
apiselli@optonline.net.
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St. Mary School • 2011-2012 Annual Appeal
Gifts received between 3.12.2012-5.20.2012

AA SSppeecciiaall
Thank You!
The second grade

brownie troop #303328
at St. Mary’s has been
working on a Wonders of
Water or WOW project all
year. This project has helped
them learn about water all
around the world, and how
to save it and to share the
message about saving water
with others. As part of that
project, they made signs
that were placed in the
school’s bathrooms and at
the water fountains to
remind people to save water.
They also selected the Haiti
water project to donate
some of the cookie money
they earned this year. Due
to the girls’ hard work in
selling cookies, they will be
able to donate money to
purchase two water
filtration and chlorination
systems for St. Therese in
Maribal, Haiti.

ur second
medical
mission to 

Ste Therese in Marbial,
Haiti was a resounding
success. Fourteen-team

members lead by Dr. Garvey accomplished all
the major goals of the mission. The team
provided care to 1,500 patients ranging from
the common ailments of everyday living to
life saving surgeries. People waited in Ste
Therese church for hours often sitting quietly
praying until it was their turn with the
doctor. The doctors worked tirelessly bringing
healing and compassion to adults and
children alike.

A very special
addition to this
medical mission was
immunizations. It is
very rare for a team to
have the
immunizations
available. Dr. Garvey
successfully met with
the Haitian Health

Ministry to secure the vaccines for our
medical team. For most children, these were
their first immunizations. Many tears were
shed by the young patients, but there were
tears of joys in eyes of their parents.

Expectant mothers
were given
“Birthing Bags”
filled with items a
new baby and
mom need. Thanks
to all our St. Mary
children for filling
these bags with

blankets, hats, undershirts, soap and wash
clothes. This will become an ongoing project
in our school to continue to supply these
essential items for the babies.

While in Marbial, I was able to visit some of
the homes that received the clean water units.
I spoke through a translator and learned that
the people are using them regularly and are
very happy to have clean water to drink.
Thanks again to the St. Mary school families
for making many of these Clean Water systems
available to our sister parish. It is only through
the efforts of all the families of St. Mary’s
Church that the Parish Twinning Committee
can help Ste Therese’s Parish in so many ways.
Father Bertrand sends his thanks and blessings
to all our children and families. Our Twinning
Committee Chairman Michael Mercurio said it
so well in a recent bulletin announcement: 
This was a most impressive undertaking of which 
St. Mary can be very proud. People of love and faith
helping people of love, faith and hope.

O
Haiti Sister Parish Update
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