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is published for alumni, 
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and friends of St. Mary School.

PASTOR: Rev. Aidan Donahue

PRINCIPAL: Frank Lacerenza

Please check the level of your tax-deductible contribution and mail this form along with your check made payable
to “St. Mary School” to:  St. Mary School, Attn: Annual Appeal, 72 Gulf St., Milford, CT 06460.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________________________________

Phone #:__________________ email:____________________________ Grad. year? ________

!

St. Mary School is a very special place. Please consider a generous gift

to the St. Mary School Annual Appeal and help us maintain a quality education for our children. 

St.MarySchool
Annual Appeal

____ St. Mary’s Steeple $2,500 +

____ St. Mary’s Circle $1,000-$2,499

____ Archangel $500-$999

____ Guardian Angel $250-$499

____ Seraphim $100-$249

____ Cherubim $99 and less

Name as it will appear in the spring issue 

of the SMS Today Newsletter:

___________________________________

My Gift is: 

In Honor of: __________________________

In Memory of: ________________________

Gifts contributed between 3/2012 and 5/2012 will be listed in the next SMS Today Newsletter

I want my children
to attend SMS
because :  
I want them to be
academically
challenged. I want
them to excel above
and beyond the
national averages. I
also want them to
study, talk about and
be proud of their
Catholicism. The fact
that faith is intertwined
in the curriculum and
is at the heart of their
days, is the most
important thing. ”

~ Mother of 6th, 2nd and
Kindergartener

* find other SMS parent
testimonials throughout 

this newsletter!

“



Before we left for February vacation, an
honor was bestowed upon us by The
Bridgeport Rescue Mission. Our school

was awarded with the first ever Mission
Ambassador Award honoring our efforts
during Catholic Schools Month. Our students,

led by 6th grader Julia Bryant who organized
the drive, collected close to 1400 pairs of new
children’s socks to be distributed to needy
youth throughout the area. Jennifer Christie-
Jump, Church Relations Manager for The
Bridgeport Rescue Mission, visited our school
to thank our students for their efforts. The
school sent the socks back with her along
with a special prayer led by Principal Frank

Lacerenza.
We prayed
that the
recipients
know the
students at
SMS will
keep them
in their
hearts and
continue to pray for them and their families.
We look forward to continuing our
commitment to service and building a
relationship with TBRM. Congratulations to
all our students for a job well done!

SMS Today
Winter 2012 Newsletter vol. 17 • issue 1Growing in Faith & Knowledge

Are you receiving this by mail but would prefer to receive it as an email?
Let us know by sending an email to info@smsmilford.com, Subject: Newsletter.

SMSToday Staff
EDITOR:

Alicia Piselli

CONTRIBUTORS:

April Bryant

Joan Calendrillo

Robert Creigh 

Sara Frampton

Elizabeth Keane-Cummings

Frank Lacerenza

Alicia Piselli

Ellen Tracy

Sock Drive a Huge Success

Do you have 

a story, photo, 

or an item 

of interest for 

the next 

newsletter?

If so, please email 

Alicia Piselli at

apiselli@optonline.net.

The 2010-11 St. Mary
School Cross Country 

team wrapped up it's inaugural
season with a Meet at
Eisenhower Park.  Runners
from grades 5-8 met weekly,
and the team had a great first
year.  Coach Melanie Woods
said, “This was a great group of
kids with some good running
talent, and we are looking
forward to next season!" 

>

Front row: John Wypychoski, Michael Haverl, Brad Zsampar, Robert Rice, Michael Robertson 2nd row: Pamela Ellison, Liam
Woods, Justin Lasella, Ryan Riordan, Michael Piechota, Patrick Rice 3rd row: Tyler Riordan, Rory Woods, Caroline Boynton,
Lauren Haverl, Matthew Bader Back row: Finn Boynton, James Banks, Christian Fournier, Grace Gallagher
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We are seeking any
and all news about

our alumni. Births,
marriages, anniversaries,
business advancements,
and, sadly, even death
notices. Please send us your
news items to be published
in the next newsletter as
well as on the SMS website.
Let other alumni know how
you are doing and what
changes are happening in
your lives.

ALUMNI
CORNER

Although it had been many years since I had seen
the inside of SMS, I was immediately brought back
in time. The warmth and kindness evident on the

day the school opened is clearly still a part of its fiber. A
tour of the classrooms brought back so many memories in an unexpected rush. Seeing Mother
McCauley’s framed photo in nearly every classroom was like seeing an old friend. 

Of course, the best part of the 50th Anniversary Celebration was the opportunity to reconnect
with former classmates and our 3rd grade teacher, Sister Mary Frances McMahon. Although
many years have passed, our fond memories of one another were clear – we rapidly tried to fill
each other in on where our lives had taken us.

I think that all of us walked away that evening feeling proud to be graduates of St. Mary School
– I know that I did. 

~ Ellen Tracy
Class of ‘67

Reflections on a Reunion

ALUMNI
News 
& Notes

On November 2, 2011 

six Saint Mary alumni

were inducted into

Lauralton Hall’s 

National Honor Society.

Congratulations!

EMILY BONZAGI

KATHERINE BOYNTON

DEIRDRE EASON

BIANCA ROBERTSON

KATHLEEN SULLIVAN

NATALIE YOUNG

The 
16th
Annual

St. Mary
School Father
Daughter
Dance was
held January
27th in the
school's gym

which was magically transformed
into a beautiful sea of pink. It is
always a memorable evening as the
girls wear beautiful dresses and are
escorted by their biggest fans – their
Dads! The girls look forward to this
event every year and all enjoy a
night together with fun, food, prizes
and dancing!

Father Daughter Dance
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FAITH, ACADEMICS, SERVICE: Catholic Schools

This was the theme for this year’s Catholic Schools Week in January.

What better way to sum up what our Catholic School – St. Mary School

– is all about.

FAITH: This is obvious everyday when we begin with school wide prayer, when we say grace before our

lunch, when we study Religion every day, and when we come together as a school to celebrate Mass or a

Prayer Service. In fact, that is how we began Catholic Schools Week: with Mass celebrated by our new

Pastor, Father Aidan Donahue.

ACADEMICS: This is obvious. One needs only study our standardized test scores to see the tremendous

growth our students experience, especially in our upper grades. If that is not enough, all the high schools

to which our students go after graduation commend our school for the excellent preparation our graduates

receive, making their transition to high school easy and smooth. To top things off, our students participate

is city wide essay and other contests along with students from other schools – public and non-public, and

always do exceedingly well, many times taking most of the awards and honors.

SERVICE: No matter what we learn academically, and no matter what we say we believe in our faith, the

true character of these two is shown in SERVICE. Each month our students collect food for the Parish Food

Pantry. Each month parents donate items to be used by our Parish Baby Closet to help poorer families in

need. In the fall, we donated hundreds of “Teddy Bears” to the Milford Hospital Surgi Center and this past

month we collected over 1000 pairs of socks which the Bridgeport Rescue Mission will use for families in

need. Presently, we are putting together sheets and other articles which our Parish Twinning Committee

will bring to our sister Parish in Haiti. Besides this, various girl and boy scout troops are always doing or

collecting for various charities and organizations.  

All this is evidence of something everyone in our school family already knows:  Not only are we a great

school, but we do a great job fulfilling our Mission, living up to why our Parish has a school, and honoring

what Christ wants us to do:

LIVE THE MESSAGE OF JESUS

Sincerely,
Frank Lacerenza, Principal

Helping
Those in Need… 

The first Friday of every month, students from 
St. Mary School in Milford donate food items
to the John Rigley Food Bank located at the

church, which helps families in need throughout
our community. The students have embraced the
goal of helping those in need and have made huge
contributions to the Food Bank throughout the
years. Pictured here are students (from left to right)
Craig Delgado, Ryan Lugo, Claire Koppy, Matthew
Dunn, Laura Ellison and Christine Walsh.

A letter from the Principal

>
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Mrs. Nelson and her students have
been busy with many fun and educational
lessons. Her 6th graders studied healthy
eating habits while enjoying a "Nutrition
Banquet,” and a few weeks later had a
hands-on experiment examining different
rock formations. Her 8th graders tested
their studies on Bernoulli's Principle, and
all the forces that create flight, by putting
into flight their paper airplane creations. 

Hands-On Learning

Check out our
next edition 
for all the 
latest on 
the SMS

Basketball
Season.

The much anticipated last week of
January is always packed with
activities that strengthen our spirit,

show off our school pride, and bring together
the entire St. Mary community with
gratefulness, love and fun. The week kicks
off with a school wide Mass and continues
with events the students look forward to
each year. There is an ice cream social, PJs
and a movie day, and the perennial favorite
“Bump Up Day” when students get a chance
to spend time in the grade they will be in
next year. Family Bingo is a night where the
whole family can play, enjoy dinner &
refreshments, visit with other families, and
all students win a door prize. We take time to
welcome prospective and current families to

our Open House, which gives a peek into a
day in the life at SMS. All weekend masses
have our students represent the school in
uniform and speak to the parish about what
they learn, what they will bring to the world
when they leave and what they think is
special about their school. The readers
always impress everyone with their grace and
comfort at the pulpit. It’s always a busy and
memorable week!

We always have a special service project
during CSW to reinforce our teachings in
Christ. This year students coordinated a
"Sock Drive" for us to collect donations of
children’s socks for the Bridgeport Rescue
Mission who will distribute them to those
in need.

Catholic Schools Week 
at St. Mary School in Milford

FAITH, ACADEMICS, SERVICE: Catholic Schools

Coups for Troops
was one way to

help our veterans
this Veteran’s Day!
SMS wanted to say
thank you to the
men and women
who are serving our
country in the
armed forces. SMS
students cut and
collected coupons to
be distributed to
military families.

!
Coupsfor

Troops

>

>



SAVE the DATE
BASKETBALL
TOURNAMENT:  

• Friday, March 2 –
Sunday, March 19th 

• Fun Night, Friday,
March 4th beginning
at 5:00 PM 

• Cheer Fest, Monday,
March 19th at 5:00 PM

MAY CROWNING:  
• Wednesday, May 16th,

1:00 PM in the Church
• All are invited to

celebrate our Patroness
and Spiritual Mother,
St. Mary

ST. MARY SPRINT AND
GRANDPARENTS' DAY:
• Friday, May 18th

ST. MARY GOLF
TOURNAMENT:   

• Monday, June 25th.

ST. MARY GRADUATION:  
• Date and time to be

announced
• All are invited to

come, pray for and
celebrate with our
newest Alumni.

BINGO!
Remember 
every Thursday
night is Bingo
in the gym!
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Snowstorms, Books and Hungry Readers

Recently, The Daughters of the American
Revolution Milford Chapter sponsored
an Essay Contest for upper school

children in the town of Milford. Students in all
the city's 6th, 7th and 8th grades were invited
to participate. We are proud to announce that
St. Mary School was represented with 6
winners. All the major winners in the 8th
Grade were from St. Mary School.
Congratulations to Matt Bader 1st Place,

Tanya Adler 2nd Place
and Grace Cogguillo 3rd
Place. In the 6th Grade category, 3 of the
winners were from St. Mary School.
Congratulations to Katherine Paine 1st Place,
Michael Tarantino 3rd Place and Jessica Debs
Honorable Mention. Special thanks to all of
the students who participated, as well as their
teachers and parents who guided them in
learning the skills necessary to communicate
well both orally and in writing.

St. Mary School Takes Honors 
in Local Essay Contest

>

>

>

ou may have thought an unseasonal
blizzard hit SMS at the end of October,
but that was only the annual

Scholastic Book Fair. Actually, snow
may have been on the ground,
but the library was full of new
reading adventures for all ages
on November 7th, 8th and 9th.

And, as history has proven, the
Book Fair was again a successful endeavor.
With proceeds from book sales, the SMS
library committee was once again able to add
more than 250 new books to the shelves to
keep our kids reading. 

Popular themes and titles this year still
included: The World Record Books,

Pokemon, Olivia, and a number
of popular series. Further items
of interest included: The Dude
Diary, the ever popular paw and

finger pointers, novelty erasers
and posters.  

Welcoming parishioners on
Sunday morning after all masses with Coffee

And.., together with the student, teacher and
parent purchases, the total number of books
purchased in 2011 exceeded 365 books.
Happy reading!

Y

Learn How to Play Chess! 13 students from Kindergarten 
to 8th grade enjoyed some strategic fun in the 2011-2012 Chess Club. Moderated by Coach
Tom Brochard, the club members competed with one another while honing their focus,
practicing to be better thinkers, and visualizing next steps for the best outcome. Girls and
boys are encouraged to join the Chess Club during the Fall or Spring session.
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Ste Therese Parish in Marbial, Haiti is
eagerly awaiting the arrival of the
Medical Team sponsored by St. Mary

Parish. Our second medical mission is
scheduled from March 3rd through March
10th. This year the team is comprised of
fourteen members with twelve medical
members including a surgeon (Dr. Garvey, a
St. Mary parishioner). We will have three
MD's providing adult care, three
pediatricians, and four other medical
professionals who will operate our Pharmacy
and provide Tetanus Immunizations. In
addition we will have an Eye Glass Station
where we hope to distribute 1,250 pairs of
reading glasses. Our last medical mission in
2010 helped and served over one thousand
people, and our expectations are equally high
this time. 

One major
focus of our
visit this year 
is Maternal-
Child care. The
children at St. Mary School are sending some
love to Haiti by providing some the items to
be included in our Maternal Child Pack. We
hope to provide each new mom with items to
help with the birth and care of her baby. The
children are collecting baby hats, receiving
blankets, undershirts and sheets.

After our fall visit with Father Bertrand, 
the children are eager to help our sister
parish and send some love to the new babies
of Ste Therese.

Please join me with keeping the team in your
prayers and asking God’s blessings on our
sister parish.

Haiti Sister Parish Update:

Our last
medical mission

in 2010 helped
and served over

one thousand
people, and our

expectations are
equally high

this time. 

St Mary’s Returns to Marbial, Haiti 

>

St. Mary’s Circle
$1000 - $2499

Claudia (Mimi) and Frank
(Poppy) Matthews
In Honor of our grandchildren, The

Paine Family

Archangel $500 - $999

Christopher C. Cogguillo

Guardian Angel
$250 - $499

Gerard F. Brenner
James and Dorleen Reidy

Seraphim $100 - $249

Marilyn and Bob Blake
In Honor of The Blake Family

Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Homa
Matt Oravetz
The Pendleton Family
Paul and Wendy Petrillo 

In memory of Rita Walukiewicz
East Coast Plumbing and Drain

Cleaning

Cherubim $99 & under

Suzanne Beliveau
In Honor of Dorothy Beliveau

Betty A. Bergstrom

Maryann and Joe Fitzpatrick 
In Honor of the Sisters of Mercy

Craig and Beth Jennings
In memory of Joan Sylvester

Carolyn H. Knight 
Robert and Christine Lynch
Dr. Gloria Marino

In Honor of Libby Parent, grade 7

Thomas and Barbara O’Connell 
Gerry and Janet Phillips
Deacon and Mrs. Richard M.

Sennett
In Honor of the Sisters of Mercy, both

living and deceased who staffed St.

Mary School

Heather and Kurt Unger

St. Mary School
2011 – 2012 Annual Appeal

Gifts received between 9.11.2010 - 3.11.2012

Thank you to all 
of our contributors! 
May God bless you 
for your generosity!

TOTAL CATHOLIC SCHOOL

STUDENT ENROLLMENT FOR

THE CURRENT ACADEMIC YEAR:
2.1 million

PERCENTAGE OF MINORITY

STUDENTS: 30.2%

PERCENTAGE OF

NON-CATHOLICS: 14.9%

TOTAL NUMBER OF CATHOLIC

SCHOOLS IN U.S.: 6,980

NUMBER OF ELEMENTARY:

5,700

NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS:

1,200

NUMBER OF FACULTY/STAFF

MEMBERS: 151,473

FACULTY COMPOSITION: 

96.3% laity/ 
3.7% clergy & religious

PEAK ENROLLMENT IN

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN U.S.: 
5.2 million in 
the 1960’s

NUMBER OF SCHOOLS CLOSED

OR CONSOLIDATED BETWEEN

2000-2011: 1,755

PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS

LOCATED IN INNER CITIES:
43%

If we have made any error, please
accept our apologies; we will reprint

your gift with the corrected information
in our next newsletter. Please contact

Alicia Piselli @ 203-876-9842 or
apiselli@optonline.net.

a Statistical
Look at 

Catholic Schools 
in the U.S.

Provided by the National 
Catholic Educational 

Association (NCEA)

>
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We have all heard the
horror stories of the
social environment of
today's middle school. 
I actually have a
heartwarming story to
share about some Saint
Mary 6th graders. I had
my son and two of his
classmates in the car.
The conversation was
not about school, what
video game they were
obsessed with or even
the basketball game we
were going to. Someone
asked a question about
the Hunger Games, a
popular book series
right now. It launched
into a 15 minute lively
discussion about the
main characters, what
was great about each
book and other books
that they liked even
more. Each boy talked
over the other, so
excited to share what
they thought about their
favorite story When I
picked them up later
on, they continued the
conversation where they
had left off. I thought to
myself, "What good
kids!" the entire way
home. Intelligent, and
secure enough with 
each other to have a
conversation that would
not have been very
"cool" when I was in 
6th grade, but was
totally natural for them.
It made me realize that
there is a definite
benefit to being at Saint
Mary’s that goes beyond
the academics.”

~Mother of a 6th grader 
and 3rd grader

“

This year’s Breakfast with Santa took
place on December 4th.  Many SMS
families enjoyed a pancake breakfast

while the children met Mr. and Mrs. Clause.
The festivities included pictures with Santa,
stories with Mrs. Clause, and singing
Christmas carols.  Both the student created
crafts and mini-Christmas tree raffle were
successful.  Thank you to all of Santa’s
helpers, without whom this festive morning
would not be such an awaited event! >

Breakfast with Santa 

…Caroling

…Christmas Concert

Saint Mary School Celebrates the Holidays…

Mrs. Dunne and Miss
Frampton’s second grade
classes celebrated the holiday
season by caroling through the
center of town, including the
Mayor’s office! 

Elf 
Store 

With much enthusiasm and
thought, SMS students carefully

selected gifts for their family
members at this year’s Elf Store.

Before the holiday break, the school
gathers to unite in song. Each
grade performs  their favorite

Christmas song. Pictured here, the
pre-school class joined the eighth
graders on stage to sing together.  


