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I want my children
to attend St. Mary
School because:  
It offers them a chance
to experience a school
that is truly a
community. Saint
Mary’s offers small
class sizes and a great
mix of academic and
spiritual education.”

~ Parent of three students,
grades 1st, 4th, & 6th

* find other SMS parent
testimonials throughout 

this newsletter!

“

n October 15th, Saint Mary students
adorned themselves in pink for a cause
and participated in the national “Git

Your Pink On” day. Each student, both male
and female, was encouraged to wear something
pink to school and donate one dollar. School
administration, faculty and staff participated as
well. Over three hundred dollars was donated
to the Get in Touch Foundation. 

The Get in Touch Foundation’s mission is to
educate girls in grades five through twelve
about breast cancer. They started small by
getting Daisy Wheels into schools in
Connecticut; they are now in forty-two states
and thirteen countries. 

Nurse Jayne made their
mission, her mission on
the 15th; she distributed
the wheels to the girls in
6th, 7th, and 8th grades.
Since she met with the 7th and 8th grade girls
last year, nurse Jayne met with the sixth grade
girls this year to introduce this highly
innovative tool, educate them on how to use
the wheel, and discuss the importance of self-
exams. This meaningful service project and
awareness campaign assists the foundation in
its most important initiative: “changing the
world one girl at a time!”

The goal declared in the Saint Mary
School’s mission statement is: “to
prepare its students to become Christian

adults who live the message of Jesus by caring
for and serving others.” This goal is not only
realized on a daily basis in the classroom, but
also achieved as a community by participating
in the many, varying service projects the
school undertakes. These service projects are a
very important part of what we do and who
we are as a Catholic School. SMS’s motto,
which reflects the mission statement and the
vision statement for all the schools of the
Archdiocese, states: Live the Message of Jesus.
As students learn this basic tenant of our

Faith, it must be real and tangible; it must be
something children can be involved in and
actively participate in. For this reason, SMS
makes it a priority to afford its students the
opportunity for service projects to be a part of
everyday life.  

SMS Lives Its Mission Through Service
SMS makes it a priority to
afford its students the
opportunity for service projects
to be a part of everyday life.

continued on page 4…

SMS Gets Its Pink On

O
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Welcome!
to all families 
new to St. Mary
School! We are
blessed to have 
you as part of our
school community 
and family.
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We are seeking any
and all news

about our alumni. Births,
marriages, anniversaries,
business advancements,
and, sadly, even death
notices. Please send us
your news items to be
published in the next
newsletter as well as on
the SMS website. Let
other alumni know how
you are doing and what
changes are happening
in your lives.

ALUMNI
CORNER

There is much to report about St.
Therese in Marbial, Haiti. Since our
medical mission last year, our

commitment has grown and the Twinning
Committee is funding new ways to help the
parish. One of the most important issues
facing the people of St. Therese’s is and always
has been clean water. The recent outbreak of
cholera only confirmed our desire to begin
funding a clean water program for our sister
parish. Through the program called Gift of
Water, we will be supplying 225 clean water
filtration systems. These will be up and
running in March 2011. The committee is
thrilled to be able to begin bringing clean
water to the people.

Through the generous donations of
parishioners, the committee continues to fund
education at St. Therese’s with a recent
donation of $6,465. This brings the total for
four years to $24,303.

While the cholera outbreak has not directly
affected St. Therese’s parish, our medical
mission, originally scheduled for February

2011, has been delayed until a
time considered safe

for the team.
Funding for
the mission
is in place 
as well as 
the team of
doctors and supportive personnel.

St. Mary School children have been actively
involved with the sister parish as well. At the
first news of the cholera outbreak, we came
together as a school community and prayed
the rosary. Our children prayed on the same
rosary beads that had been collected to send
to the children of St. Therese School. What a
fine example of Living the Message of Jesus. 

The families and children of SMS recently
donated personal care items to be given to the
patients that visit the Medical Mission. They
collected soap, washcloths, toothbrushes and
toothpaste. Thanks to your generosity
hundreds of care packages are ready to go.

The classes continue to donate a portion of
each bake sale for the education fund. A big
thank you goes to all our families, and we ask
you to remember the families of St. Therese’s
when you pray.

Haiti Sister Parish Update

>

Friends and family from all over Milford
came to enjoy the event all of SMS looks
forward to-our annual carnival. Rides,
games, good food, live music and
fireworks were enjoyed by all. 

Congratulations to this year’s raffle winners!

1st Prize 2010 Nissan Altima: ROBERT BUZZELLE
2nd Prize iPad with WiFi: DAVID STANLEY
3rd Prize $1000 ShopRite grocery cards: TOM KELLER

The raffle winners were announced at the
conclusion of this year’s SMS carnival; 
all winners are Milford residents.

CARNIVAL!

Check out our
next edition 
for all the 
latest on 
the SMS

Basketball
Season.
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In January our school, along with hundreds of Catholic Schools in our

country, celebrated CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK. The theme this year

was A+ FOR AMERICA: CATHOLIC SCHOOLS. All Catholic schools are

aiming to achieve an A+ for educating their students academically, socially,

and spiritually. Here at St. Mary School, we have earned an A+!

Our students are prepared, from preschool through eighth grade, to be ready for the next step in their

education: high school. The schools our students attend after grade 8 all give St. Mary’s an A+. Why? 

• Because the students who attend SMS through grade 8 receive superior academic preparation.

This is not only proven by what the high schools say, but by what the results of standardized

tests demonstrate.

In short, not only do our students exceed national averages and exceed the expectancy of their abilities, but

once in our upper grades, our students grow at a rate sometimes two years faster than the national average!

• Because the students who attend here through grade 8 are in an environment chosen by their

parents who provide the commitment and support to succeed. 

• Because the students who attend here through grade 8 receive an education which is integrated

with faith and infused with Catholic Social Teaching. For this reason, they are in a better

position to grow into the type of active, thinking, committed adults we need in our society.

All this means our students, and our school, deserve the A+ suggested by the theme of this year’s

Catholic Schools Week.

Of course, such a valuable product does come with a cost. Parents are called upon to pay tuition. To

some, this is a huge sacrifice – but as countless parents can attest: IT IS WELL WORTH IT. 

However, they cannot do it alone. That is why:

• Our parents themselves, each year, raise over $130,000 to help keep tuition down. 

• Our community conducts the St. Mary School Annual Appeal, just so everyone (including you)

can have the opportunity to invest in our school and help make tuition more affordable. 

• St. Mary Parish invests a portion of its ordinary income to help keep our school viable and

affordable for families.

Because parish leaders realize how important it is to raise our future leaders in an environment which

integrates our faith.

• The Archbishop, through the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal, allocates funds to subsidize families

who may have needed to leave the school without that help.

Because as our leader and Shepard, Archbishop Mansel knows we must help our families – we must keep

Catholic Schools alive if we are to be viable and an influence in our future society. 

• Many families have made memorial donations in honor of deceased loved ones to help our

Tuition Assistance funds. 

To all our families, past and present, to all those Catholics and non-catholic alike who support us for

our religious and spiritual mission, to all our friends, alumni and others who have supported us –

Thank You!

You are why all Catholic Schools, but especially St. Mary School, deserve an: A+ FOR AMERICA

Sincerely,
Frank Lacerenza, Principal
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A letter from the Principal



Each year, St. Mary School holds a
charity golf tournament. This is a
fantastic event, and you are invited to

attend! Whether you are a golf enthusiast or
just want to have a day out with friends, then
save the date for the St. Mary School 17th
Annual Golf Classic – June 20, 2011. This
year’s tournament is being held at Grassy Hill
Country Club. Last year’s tournament had
close to 100 participants and a raffle with over
$1,000,000 worth of prizes. Our golfers

always have 
a great day,
and if their
golfing isn’t
great – the
after party is!

A golf outing for St. Mary School makes a
great father’s day gift!

Questions? Need additional information?
Contact Frank and Christine Paine at 
(203) 878-7790 or www.smsgolf.com

We thank this year’s platinum sponsor, 
Napoli Motors of Milford.
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SAVE the DATE
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

• Friday, March 4 – 
Sunday, March 20th 

• Fun Night, Friday, March 4th
beginning at 5:00 PM

MAY CROWNING
• Wednesday, May 18th, 

1:00 PM in the Church
• All are invited to celebrate

our Patroness and Spiritual
Mother, St. Mary

SAINT MARY SPRINT
• Friday, May 13th 

ST. MARY 17TH

GOLF TOURNAMENT
• Monday, June 20th, 
• Grassy Hill Country Club

ST. MARY GRADUATION
• Date and time to be

announced
• All are invited to come,

pray for and celebrate with
our newest Alumni.

BINGO!
Remember 
every Thursday
night is Bingo
in the gym!

Do you play golf?

Every month, St. Mary School children
participate in First Friday Food Drives and
donate a variety of food items as well as other
basic necessities. In October, students
participated in Git Your Pink On Day and
donated money toward breast cancer
awareness. On October 18th, the kindergarten
classes organized Make a Difference Day; the
children of the school were asked to donate a
new teddy bear, or make a donation toward
the purchase of a new bear. These bears were
then donated to the Milford Surgi Center at
Milford Hospital. To bring awareness to the
needs of the people of Haiti, SMS asked its
students to donate personal care items; they
collected soap, washcloths, toothbrushes and

toothpaste. In December, the school
participated in the 45th Annual Toys for Tots
Program. On December 10th, students wore
their sweats to school and brought in new,
unwrapped toys or monetary donations to help
local families and children in need. In
celebration of Catholic School Week, students
were asked to gather and donate their gently
used books. The books were given to the
students of St. Augustine School in Bridgeport
to be used to supplement the school library
and classrooms, but most importantly, to be
taken home and enjoyed. 

SMS’s service projects enable our students to
Live the Message of Jesus. St. Mary School
certainly lives its mission through service!

SMS Lives Its Mission Through Service…continued from page 1

SAVE THE DATE for the 2nd Annual
Cheerleading Exhibition

Grab your pom-poms and join St. Mary School for
the 2nd annual cheerleading exhibition. The event
will be held on Monday, March 21st at 6:00 and

will run approximately 11⁄2 hours. This is not a
competition, but an opportunity for the cheerleaders to
perform for their fans. This is a fun family night out with
great entertainment, and the opportunity to purchase
dinner from our wonderful St. Mary’s kitchen.

>

>
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The cauldrons
were bubbling,
the potions

were fixed, and the
witches cast their
spells to transform
the school gym.
Students, parents
and alumni had a
screaming time at the

12th Annual Halloween Party: the Witches’
Ball. The spectacular decorations transported
both the young and the old to a ghoulishly
new world. The DJ kept everyone dancing
while costumes were judged, haunted
hallways entered, and raffles won. There
were tons of treats for all! 

SMS Welcomes a New Teacher!

12th Annual Halloween Party 
was a Screaming Success

Keeping
SMS
Healthy

Nurse Jayne
has worked
diligently to

remind and educate
the students on
proper hand washing
and hygiene to
prevent illness this
winter. She has met
with each and every
class. Pre-school
through first grade
met “Scrubby” the
bear and reviewed
proper “scrubbing”
techniques, while
second through
eighth grade students
received tailored
lessons in cold
etiquette and hygiene.

Mr. Bellenot comes to

St. Mary School…with

the enthusiasm and

confidence of 

knowing he can make

a difference in his

students’ lives!

St. Mary School welcomes the new sixth through eighth grade
language arts teacher, Mr. Kevin Bellenot. Since Mrs. Paula
Eisenhandler’s resignation, Mr. Lacerenza was in consultation

with the Office of Catholic Schools reviewing possible candidates
to fill the position. After reviewing nine applicants and
interviewing five, Mr. Lacerenza offered the position to Mr.
Bellenot. Mr. Bellenot comes to St. Mary School as a first year
teacher and with the enthusiasm and confidence of knowing he
can make a difference in his students’ lives!

We welcome Mr. Bellenot to the already excellent faculty and staff
of St. Mary School. Mr. Bellenot is young and vibrant; he has
substituted and served as both a student teacher and an intern at
Newtown High School and has been involved with tutoring in
Waterbury through the University of Connecticut where he
received his Bachelor Degree in English. He is also certified in the
State of Connecticut to teach language arts and received his
Masters of Arts Degree in Education from Sacred Heart University.
His references speak very highly of him as someone who works
well with middle and high school aged students. Some of the
words used by those who supervised him include: “excited about
teaching and devotes much time to preparing himself…hard
working and motivated…extraordinary rapport with students…
positively interacted with parents…very effective…will make an
excellent teacher.” Mr. Bellenot is a welcomed asset to our school
and a fine addition to the St. Mary School staff.

My favorite
thing about
Saint Mary
School is:  
The sense of
community and 
the excellence of 
the staff. ”

~ Parent of children in
pre-k, 1st and 3rd grades
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Amorning wrought with excitement,
this year’s Breakfast the Santa was no
exception. On Sunday, December

12th, countless families turned out for a feast
of delectables: pancakes, sausages, bagels,

donuts,
muffins and
pastries. The
festivities
included an
opportunity
for children
to visit with
Santa and
have their
picture taken,
to listen to
Mrs. Clause

read a Christmas story, and to sing along
with the St. Mary’s Children’s Choir. The tree
raffle and the craft sale were both successes.
Thank you to all of Santa’s helpers, without
whom this morning would not be such a
fabulous event! >

Breakfast with Santa 

…Caroling

Saint Mary School Celebrates the Holidays…

SMS third graders celebrated
the holiday season by caroling
through the center of town.

Elf 
Store 

With much enthusiasm and thought,
SMS students carefully selected gifts
for their family members at this 
year’s Elf Store.

Did You
Know…
SMS has many
extra curricular
activities available
to students such as
chess club, choir,
drama club, 
hula hoops class,
Natural helpers, 
golf club,
cheerleading,
basketball, 
student council,
cross country club, 
Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, band,
and National Jr.
Honor Society? 

Do you have 
a story, photo, 
or an item 
of interest for 
the next 
newsletter?
If so, please email 
Alicia Piselli at
apiselli@optonline.net.
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I want my
children to attend
St. Mary School
because:  
My husband and I
send our children to
St. Mary School so
that our Lord can be
integrated in every
facet of their learning
and play. I want my
children to be good
students but more
importantly, I want
them to practice 
their Catholicism
throughout their
lives. St. Mary School
gives my children
excellent Catholic
role models to follow
that are living the
message of Jesus.”

“

This past
November,
the SMS

library hosted the school’s annual Scholastic
Book Fair and had a record breaking year for
sales. This year’s fair came with many
wonderful books to choose from including
holiday, Christian, young adult and early
readers titles. The students enjoyed a great 

selection of books; after visiting, they had
their names entered to win one of a wall full
of posters while the teachers also enjoyed a
raffle of their own. The fair was open after
Sunday masses for “Parishioner Shopping,”
and we also had afternoon and evening hours
for “Friends and Family.” The library benefits
from all the sales of books and in addition
received over 300 new books. Keep your eyes
open as they make it onto the shelves! >
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Dear Friend of St. Mary School,

I hope you can help me. Besides being a Deacon at St. Mary Church, I am a

teacher at Notre Dame High School in West Haven. I am so proud of our Catholic

Schools! Our own St. Mary School serves our whole parish by educating our youth,

forming our faith and at times – hosting the Holy Mass.

There is a crisis that is now touching our school. Understandably, our current,

difficult economy has changed how many of us live. Most of us have had to make

serious choices. Our parents at St. Mary School have had to make those same

choices. Unfortunately, sometimes that very difficult and distressing decision is for a

family to take their children out of St. Mary School. 

Besides directly affecting such a family, this also affects our public system as well; it

costs taxpayers over $13,000 to educate every child attending a public school. In

turn, it only costs our school about $7,000 to educate a child; only part of that is

covered by tuition. How do we do it for so much less than our public school you may

ask? We can because of the commitment of our staff, church, parents, and especially –

the commitment of people like you. Most importantly, we do it with the grace of God!

We ask you to consider a generous contribution to our Annual Appeal 

this year. We hope this year: 

With your help, we can enhance our marketing efforts which can 

increase enrollment and therefore keep tuition down.  

With your help, we can continue to help families who may have a 

difficult time affording our tuition. 

With your help, we can continue to paint and fund maintenance 

projects needed to keep our school looking bright and clean. 

With your help, we can do what we need to ensure that the school 

maintains its excellent academic record.  

Thank you for believing in Catholic Education and in St. Mary School. On behalf

of the staff, parents, and students of St. Mary School, may God bless you, your

family and friends. 

Warm regards, 
Deacon John Hoffman

St. Mary School 2011 Annual Appeal

The St. Mary School

community recently

celebrated Catholic

Schools Week. Be sure

to check out our next

edition to see what they

did to celebrate and

thank God for their

Catholic education.

For
America:
CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS

A+

Another Successful Book Fair



“I love my school.

St. Mary School 

has helped me to be 

a good student, but

most important… to

be a better Christian.

So many people at

St. Mary’s give so

much of themselves. 

I just hope I can

grow up to be like

the people that

surround me.”

– 8th grader

OFFICE OF ALUMNI & DEVELOPMENT

72 Gulf Street • Milford, CT 06460

(203) 878-6539
www.saintmarysmilford.com

SMSToday
is published for alumni, 

parents, students, parishioners, 

and friends of St. Mary School.

PASTOR: Fr. James Cronin

PRINCIPAL: Frank Lacerenza

Please check the level of your tax-deductible contribution and mail this form along with your check made payable
to “St. Mary School” to:  St. Mary School, Attn: Annual Appeal, 72 Gulf St., Milford, CT 06460.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________________________________

Phone #:__________________ email:____________________________ Grad. year? ________

!

St. Mary School is a very special place. Please consider a generous gift

to the St. Mary School Annual Appeal and help us maintain a quality education for our children. 

St.MarySchool
Annual Appeal

____ St. Mary’s Steeple $2,500 +

____ St. Mary’s Circle $1,000-$2,499

____ Archangel $500-$999

____ Guardian Angel $250-$499

____ Seraphim $100-$249

____ Cherubim $99 and less

Name as it will appear in the summer issue 

of the SMS Today Newsletter:

___________________________________

My Gift is: 

In Honor of: __________________________

In Memory of: ________________________

Gifts contributed between 1/2011 and 5/2011 will be listed in the next SMS Today Newsletter


