
OFFICE OF ALUMNI & DEVELOPMENT

72 Gulf Street • Milford, CT 06460

(203) 878-6539
www.saintmaryschoolmilford.org

SMSToday
is published for alumni, 

parents, students, parishioners, 

and friends of St. Mary School.

PASTOR: Rev. Aidan Donahue

PRINCIPAL: Frank Lacerenza

Please check the level of your tax-deductible contribution and mail this form along with your check made payable
to “St. Mary School” to:  St. Mary School, Attn: Annual Appeal, 72 Gulf St., Milford, CT 06460.

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________________________________

Phone #:__________________ email:____________________________ Grad. year? ________

!

St. Mary School is a very special place. Please consider a generous gift
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I want my children
to attend SMS
because:  
I believe it's important
to have our Catholic
faith be a part of her
every-day school
experience.  I feel
proud to be able to
provide a higher level
of education and that
my child is receiving
the best education
possible in the Milford
CT area, while being in
a nurturing, caring
environment.”

~ Parent of a 2nd grader

* find other SMS parent
testimonials throughout 

this newsletter!

“



The major academic goal in our upper
grades is to prepare our young adults
for the rigors they will face in high

school. Maturation and developmental issues
are taken into consideration as the school
helps the child grow through their
adolescence toward adulthood. The middle
school program in these grades is
departmentalized so that the students travel
between rooms and have different teachers
for different subjects.

Beyond the curriculum rigors of each subject,
the upper school students have many extra-
curricular opportunities available to them to
enrich their scholastic experience. These
include Natural Helpers and the National
Honors Society. Moreover, students can

participate in the Instrumental Music
Program, the Drama Club, Choir, or the Chess
Club. Current sports options available are
basketball, golf, cross country and
cheerleading. SMS affords our students the
unique opportunity to be “Buddies” to the
lower grade students and participate in
projects such as “flour babies,” budgeting for
your dream job, as well as outside SMS
opportunities such as the DAR contest and
the citywide spelling bee. 
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Catholic Schools Raise the Standards 

Every January we celebrate Catholic
Schools Month, and this year’s theme
is “Catholic Schools Raise the

Standards.” It is true that Catholic
Education is one where we do set the bar
high, and we are never disappointed in the

way the students are able to meet these
expectations and excel well beyond them.
Not only do they raise the standards, but so
do our parents and teachers; ‘average’ and
‘status quo’ are not words heard very often
here. continued on page 5…

continued on page 6…

Spotlight on the
UPPER SCHOOL
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We are seeking any
and all news about

our alumni. Births,
marriages, anniversaries,
business advancements,
and, sadly, even death
notices. Please send us your
news items to be published
in the next newsletter as
well as on the SMS website.
Let other alumni know how
you are doing and what
changes are happening in
your lives.

ALUMNI
CORNER

Class of 1973

40thClassReunion
Saturday, May 25th ~ from 1:00 - 4:30pm

Lasses Restaurant
611 Bridgeport Avenue, Milford, CT 06460

$20/person
includes full buffet, soda, tea, coffee, dessert, tax and gratuity – CASH BAR

For more information or to RSVP please contact
Carrie Philbrick at cleephilbrick@yahoo.com before May 18th.

>

I want my
children to attend
SMS because:
The SMS community is
supportive, welcoming
and a lot of fun to be a
part of. The kids are
bright, talented and
love their school, which
makes each day a
great one. The Faculty
is outstanding and
motivates the class to
strive for excellence
and in the upper
school there is
tremendous support for
young teens beginning
their preparations for
high school. ”

~Parent of an 8th grader

“

The SMS Library hosted its annual Book
Fair in January. The book fair is usually
held in November, but it had to be

rescheduled because of Hurricane Sandy. No
amount of bad weather could keep the
students or family members away. Our
parishioners enjoyed shopping after Sunday
masses, and the students shopped during the
school day. Teachers and parents were able to
shop after school and during special evening
hours. There were many popular books this
year. Some were the next installment of The
Diary of a Wimpy Kid, The Wheel, World Records
2013, Legos, Skippy Jon Jones and Fly Guy. There
were also great young adult reads like Beautiful
Creatures and The Hunger Games. Adults
enjoyed the cookbooks and the new Nicholas
Sparks book Safe Haven. Of course there were
the popular Christian and Easter selections

too. Every year the library holds some kind of
a contest during the book fair and this year
was no different. The children were “Caught
Reading.” Whenever a student was found
reading on their own, during their free time,
they were issued a reading ticket. The children
were able to turn these in for a small prize at
the book fair and were entered into a special
book raffle. The grand prize winners were
Alex Hart 3rd grade, Jenna DeEll 4th grade
and Cate Paine 7th. The book fair and library
chair persons would like to thank the more
than 30 parents and grandparents who came
to help before, during and after the fair. Many
books were sold and the profits resulted in
more than 300 new books for our school
library. Look for them in the coming months.
A fun time was had by all. The next fair will
be held in November 2013.

St. Mary Book Fair
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Our school, along with the other schools in our Archdiocese, celebrated

Catholic Schools’ Month. The theme this year:

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS RAISE THE STANDARDS

This is truly the case here at St. Mary’s. We see it in our standardized test scores.

We see it in the high expectations our teachers have for every student. We see it in

what high school teachers tell us about our graduates. We see it in what our alumni say they experience in

high school. 

On behalf of all our students, their parents and our staff, we thank you for allowing us – through your

support, your prayers, and through your contributions to our Annual Fund and participation in our many

activities and events – to continue to “raise the standards” and for helping us to keep them high.

Catholic Schools’ month was very exciting and a lot of fun too. Our students got to dress in their pajamas

and see a movie one day. On another day they all learned about Zumba from one of our teachers, Miss

Nolan, herself a licensed Zumba instructor, and have ice cream. They even got to Bump Up and experience

life in the grade they will be in next year (except the 8th grade who got to Bump Down and reminisce about

their preschool days with Mrs. Calendrillo!).

At the end of the month we had our annual Open House, a day in which potential parents and others can

come into the school, get a tour and experience St. Mary school in action. The H.S.A. served refreshments,

present parents were there to host, and older students gave tours. And there was our team of grandparents

who did not mince words explaining to prospective parents how important, or as they put it “necessary,” a

Catholic Education would be for their children.  

The best part about this year is the fact that we have 23 more students then last year and many more

applying for 2013-2014. This has even forced us to begin the re-registration process for our present parents

to make sure they have priority registering for next year.

There is a wonderful, positive feeling at St. Mary school, one that is permeating everyone – students,

teachers, parents and, we hope, you too!

LIVE THE MESSAGE OF JESUS

Sincerely,
Frank Lacerenza, Principal

A letter from the Principal

Mad Scientists Explore Chemistry

Some students in grades 1-3
participated in the after school Mad
Science enrichment program. The

six week winter session Crazy
Chemworks was a lot of fun and
included learning about the components
of a chemistry lab, making slime,
performing some “cool” dry ice activities,
glow-in-the-dark technology and more.
Students brought home their amazing
experiments to share with their families.  
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Check out our
next edition 
for all the 
latest on 
the SMS

Basketball
Season.

>

St. Mary School • 2012-2013 Annual Appeal
Gifts received between December 1, 2012 and March 1, 2013

St. Mary’s Steeple
$2,500+

Christopher and Sharon Wolfe 

St. Mary’s Circle
$1,000 - $2,499

Liz and Stephen Fogler

Archangel
$500 - $999

Anonymous 
In Memory of Rev. J.J. Cronin

Frank and Claudia Matthews 

Guardian Angel
$250 - $499

Anonymous 
The Bartolome Family 
Arlene O. Consiglio

In Honor of Mia and Joey Bierowski &
In Memory of Milton L. Consiglio

The Reverend Aidan N. Donahue 
The Faculty and Staff of St. Mary

School
Steve and Laraine Fenton

In Honor of Ryan ’97, Sean ’02, and
Mary ’05

Kim Lasko

Seraphim $100 - $249

Robert and Marilyn Blake 
In Memory of Blake Family

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Colucci 
Midge and Tom Delaney
Julie and Carl Deprofio
Mary DiBattista 
Lucy and Dominic Didominic 

In Memory of James DiDominic
William T. Donahue 
Mary and Robert Dunn
Daniel and Lisa Durkee
Robert and Rebina Fortin 

In Memory of Relatives departed
Edith C. Fortuna

In Memory of Raymond Fortuna
Miss Janice R. Frank
Harry Garafalo of ShopRite of Milford

Christina “Nana” George
In Memory of William “Poppie” George

Linda Hart
In Memory of Mary Hart

Dana and Anne Hendershott
Robert Kapusta
Albert and Mary Karg

In Honor of the Thomas Gerrity family
Frank and Arlene Lacerenza
A.K. and Jeannette Lagarde
Vincent Luzietti 
Vincent S. Luzietti

In Memory of Sandy Hook Angels and
Heroes 

Craig and Camille Markleski
The McAllan Family
Tom and Barbara O’Connell 
Mari Paquette
Peter and Janice Purcell
Nick and Carina Rini
Margaret and James Riordan

In Honor of Tyler (8) and Ryan (6)
Riordan

Alice L. and Joseph H. Romick 
Richard and Dolores Scinto
Deacon and Mrs. Richard M. Sennett
Carl Villani
The Zabski Family 

Cherubim $99 & under

Leroy and Christine Barbin
Betty Bergstrom 
Ryan, Elizabeth, and Tim Birge
Robert and Eileen Blake
William and Beatrice Bolduc

In Memory of Barbara Bolduc Larson
April Bryant 

In Honor of Christina “Nana” George
The Bugaj Family 
John P. Cahillane

In Memory of Maurice and Nora
Cahillane

Maureen Costanzo
Mary Daley

In Memory of Son-Gerald Joseph
George and Linda Dauphinee
George A. Derbabian 
Mary DiBattista
Scott M. Digris

In Memory of Harriette Digris

Brian and Katarzyna Dobkowski
William and Susanne Doyle 

In Honor of Jackson and Faith
Jerri and Dan Duhamel
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Dunn
Ann Feeley 

In Memory of Harold Feeley
Richard Garvey
Paula Gaudet DHM

In Memory of Margaret Linehan DHM
Paul Girdzis
Rosanne Hoagland
Lucille Jaglal
Karen Jazwinski 
Beth and Craig Jennings 

In Memory of Joan Sylvester
Mary Kriksciun and Michael Kember
Carolyn H. Knight
Anne Lisk
Richard and Barbara Jean Lonardo

In Memory of Sandy Hook Elementary
School victims

Maryann Lumpinski 
In Honor of Alex Lumpinski

Mr. and Mrs. Carmen M. Lupoli
In Honor of Joseph and Thomas Griffin

The John Meuser Family 
Robert and Patricia McComish
Clifton and Ann Moore

In Honor of Ava Bottino
Mary Nelson

In Memory of Thomas Nelson
William Norberg
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pavlat
Gerry and Janet Phillips 
Joseph and Jadwiga Pillo
Jim and Dori Reidy
Theresa Ruffo
Michael J. Savo

In Honor of Matthew Savo (Grandson)
Robert Serena
Richard V. Sparago
Carol C. Stack

In Memory of James R. Stack
Bryan and Marlene Torralba

In Honor of Victoria and Jacob Sogueco
The Unger Family
Mitchell Warwick

Thank you to all 
of our contributors! 
May God bless you 
for your generosity!

If we have made any error, please

accept our apologies; we will reprint

your gift with the corrected information

in our next newsletter. Please contact

Alicia Piselli @ 203-876-9842 or

apiselli@optonline.net.

Hold the Date!
ST.  MARY GOLF TOURNAMENT

NEW VENUE
This year’s golf tournament will be held on Monday, June 17th at Oak Lane Tradition in
Woodbridge. The event will begin at noon with registration and lunch. Highlights include a
putting contest (don’t miss your chance at $10,000!), great raffle prizes, and a hole in one

chance at $1 million! Dinner will be served at 5:30 in the main dining room with an open bar.  

For more information or to register your foursome, you may go to: 
www.stmarygolftournament.com or contact Duane Bottino at dbottino@drb.com

or Diane Melillo at dianemellillo@gmail.com 



BINGO!
Remember 
every Thursday
night is Bingo
in the gym!
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There was a lot going on the month of
January! The much anticipated last week of
January is always packed with activities that
strengthen our spirit, show off our school
pride, and bring together the entire St. Mary
community with gratefulness, love and fun.
For the 17th Annual Father Daughter Dance
our school gym was transformed into a
beautifully decorated ballroom, and girls
from our Preschool through 8th grade
enjoyed a night with the favorite man in
their life. The next night was Family Bingo
where the whole family came to play, enjoy
dinner & refreshments, visit with other
families, and all students won a door prize.
The school week then kicked off with a
school wide Mass on Monday, January 28th
at 8:30 am and continued with events the
students look forward to each year. There is
an ice cream social, pajamas and a movie
day, ZUMBA classes (new this year) and the
perennial favorite “Bump Up Day” when
students get a chance to spend time in the
grade they will be in next year.

We welcomed prospective and current
families at our Open House on Tuesday
January 29th from 9-11am, which gave a
peek into a day in the life at SMS. All

weekend masses had our students in their
school uniforms greeting parishioners and
speaking to the parish during Mass about
what they learn, what they will bring to the
world when they leave and what they think
is special about their school. The readers
always impress everyone with their grace and
comfort at the pulpit. It’s always a busy and
memorable week!

In addition to all those activities, our second
graders received their First Reconciliation
and we hosted our Book Fair!

Photos clockwise 
from top left:

Open House Tour Guides,

Pajama day at SMS,

Students representing SMS
after 10:00 mass,

Father Daughter Dance,

Page 1 photo: Zumba fun!

Catholic Schools Raise the Standards… continued from page 1
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A peak at Mrs. Nelson's Science curriculum...

The goal of the Upper School SCIENCE
PROGRAM is to prepare students to
understand and apply concepts from the five
main strands of science. Students are taught
how to use various tools (graduated cylinders,
balances, micro slide viewers, and dissecting
tools) to enhance their science skills.  

The sixth grade science curriculum
introduces students to concepts and skills in
various topics such as: chemistry, biology,
ecology, and earth science. Students explore
science concepts through activities and
projects; these include creating songs, posters,
and PowerPoint presentations on various
subjects. Laboratory skills are developed in
activities using metric measuring tools. There
is a strong emphasis on science skills such as:
observing, organizing data, critical thinking,
and predicting.

The seventh grade life science curriculum
includes the following topics: cells and cell
theory, genetics, adaptations, the five
kingdoms of life, ecology, and human
physiology. Students engage in various
activities, experiments, model making,
research projects, and current events that
enrich their understanding of concepts. Using
the basic principles of genetics, the students
create an alien population and predict the
traits of the offspring. The micro slide viewers

allow the students to investigate the diversity
of life forms that are studied in class. Students
especially enjoy making their own three
dimensional cell model, a model of a perfect
flower and the opportunity to dissect
organisms.  

The purpose of the grade eight science
curriculum is to introduce the student to
various topics of physical science. The
physical science curriculum includes the
topics: motion, gravity, fluids, energy, energy
transformations, work & machines, matter,
atomic theory, the periodic table of elements,
chemical reactions, mixtures, sound, light,
chemical bonding, and heat. Students
combine science concepts and skills with
mathematics to solve problems and make
predictions. Students are taught how to set up
an experiment and complete a proper lab
report. Following a unit on force and motion,
eighth grade students apply these concepts to
create a working roller coaster.

IOWA TEST SCORES
MARCH 2012

GRADE 5 scored more than 
1.5 years higher than the national norm

GRADE 6 scored almost 
2 years higher than the national norm

GRADE 7 scored almost 
2 years higher than the national norm

Upper School
curriculum at
work: 
Just a glance at what some
of the upper school students
are currently working on…

ENGLISH
• Students wrote and

illustrated poems using
alliteration and
onomatopoeia 

• Students are writing essays
about the novels they are
reading (i.e. why they
would give a certain gift to
a particular character)

SOCIAL STUDIES
• Currently students are

learning about the English
colonies and have taken a
virtual tour of the
Mayflower and Plymouth
Plantation. PowerPoint
presentations and DVD’s
have afforded the students
the opportunity to meet
many of the explorers and
founders of these colonies. 

• Grade 6: After studying
about Greek culture, the
students presented
“storyboards” of Aesop’s
Fables. Currently, they are
learning about Ancient
Rome and will be
challenged to work with
Roman numerals. 

RELIGION
• The students have written

and translated short
messages to the children of
our sister parish. These will
be delivered in March by
Mrs. Calendrillo.

>

Spotlight on the Upper School… continued from page 1

Ms. Wandelear Mrs. Adler and Mrs. Huyser Miss Rappa

Some of Our Upper School Staff...

Grades 6-8 participated in an interactive Shakespeare
workshop with Shakesperience actors from Waterbury, CT. 
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I want my
children to attend
SMS because:  
I want them to be
academically
challenged. I want
them to excel above
and beyond the
national averages. I
also want them to
study, talk about and
be proud of their
Catholicism. The fact
that faith is intertwined
in the curriculum and
is at the heart of their
days, is the most
important thing.”

~Parent of a 7th, 3rd, 
& 1st grader

“

Eating…Breakfast with Santa offered
SMS families a pancake and sausage breakfast
and an opportunity to meet Santa & Mrs. Claus!

Shopping…
SMS students shopped for 
their loved ones at the Elf
store. This year’s store was
filled with gifts for moms,
dads, siblings, grandparents
and even pets! 

Caroling…The third graders spread the holiday cheer by caroling
throughout downtown Milford. They sang for the Mayor at city hall and
brought smiles to the residents at the Milford Senior Center. 

Acting…Mrs. Birge’s class celebrated the biblical importance of the
holiday by putting on a nativity play for the kindergarten – 4th grade classes. 

Sharing & playing…The 8th grade hosted a Christmas
party for the 4th graders. They played Christmas/grammar games.

Giving…The community of St. Mary School takes the season of
giving to heart. One of the annual service projects the entire school
participates in is the Kindergarten’s collection for Toys for Tots. This year’s
collection was a huge success! Thank you for all of your contributions!

Saint Mary School Celebrates the Holidays…

>

Bronze Award for Girl Scout Troop 39375

The six girls in Troop 39375 completed their Bronze Award during this past year and had a
ceremony to receive their pins and badge with their families. Each girl completed more
than 20 hours of service in supporting the Reach Out and Read Program at the pediatric

clinic at St. Raphael’s Hospital in New Haven to promote literacy from infancy through
elementary age. The girls were able to paint two walls in the waiting area and then paint
characters from various books like Clifford, Rainbow Fish, and The Hungry Caterpillar. They also
bought and assembled a bookcase and organized book drives in the community including the
families at St. Mary School. They were able to collect and donate 1,582 books. Their Bronze
award process has been documented and presented to other troops that are currently developing
their Bronze award projects. The girls have developed a sense of teamwork and of giving to
their community. Troop 39375 and their leaders and adult volunteers would like to thank all of
the St. Mary families for their generous support in donating new and gently used books.


