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Do you have a story, 
photo, or an item of 
interest for the next 
newsletter?  If so, please 
email SMS Today editor 
Alicia Piselli at  
apiselli@optonline.net.

Applications are now 
being accepted for the 
2016-2017 school year! 
Space is limited. Call the 
office at 203-878-6539 to 
learn more.

Stay Connected!
www.saintmaryschoolmilford.org

/SaintMarySchoolMilfordCt

@StMarySchoolMFD

Now on
@saintmaryschoolmilford
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The eighth grade 
graduation ceremony 

was held on June 1st at 
St. Mary Church.  The 18 
graduates are heading to 
Lauralton Hall, St. Joseph, 
Fairfield Prep, Notre Dame 
West Haven, Sacred Heart 
Academy, Notre Dame 
Fairfield, Joseph A. Foran and 
Central High Schools next 
year.  Congratulations on 
your achievements, and may 
God bless you in your future 
endeavors!

Eighth graders took a tour of Fenway Park as part of 
their trip to Boston—a Saint Mary’s tradition. They also 
ate at The Hard Rock café, took a duck tour and enjoyed 
plenty of shopping and eating.

Erin Albright 
Jack Allen 
Avery Andrews 
Nicole Ardito 
Caroline Boynton
Tabitha Delgado 
Cate DeProfio
Manci Gandhi
Gia Lambiase
Brianna Mainolfi
Abigail Paine
Tyler Pinto 
Meghan Piorek
Brianna Reed
Joshua Samaras
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Alumni Spotlight:  CHARLIE MCSHANE, Class of 1967

G r o w i n g  i n  F a i t h  &  K n o w l e d g e

Where do you live, and what year did you graduate St. 
Mary School?
I recently moved to Southeastern NC earlier this year to a 
community called Rivers Edge in the town of Shallotte. We 
built a home last year on property we have owned for many 
years. I am a proud member of St. Mary School class of 
1967, the 1st class to graduate from St. Mary. I had about 70 
great classmates.

What is your current job/profession?
My entire career, over 40 years has 
been in the property and casualty 
insurance industry starting with Aetna 
in 1975. I have had many roles at 
several companies in a number of states 
including; MA, NY, NJ, OH, MD and IA. 
I now work from my home in NC and 
travel frequently. My company, Resource 
Pro is based in NYC. I do travel to China 
for my job and extensively throughout 
the US.

What was your educational path after 
graduating from St. Mary School?
In 1967 several of the boys in the class 
attended Kolbe HS in Bridgeport. I 
spent a year at Kolbe until my family moved to Beverly, 
MA for my Dad’s job in Boston. I graduated from St. John’s 
Prep School in Danvers, MA in 1971. I attended Florida 
Tech in Melbourne, FL with an athletic scholarship to play 
basketball. I was part of St. Mary’s first school basketball 
team in 1965. I earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Management Science in 1975.

What, if any, volunteer or charity efforts are you currently 
involved with?
I have served on the Boards of Homeport in Columbus, OH 
working for affordable housing and in Baltimore, MD I was 
on the board of Baltimore Ballet. I have been active in my 
church as a Lector and Eucharistic Minister.

How do you feel SMS prepared you academically?
It was a well-rounded education with great grounding in 
Catholicism. Many of us were Altar Servers at an early 
age right into high school (imagine in 1962, we 

had the Mass in Latin and the priest had his back to the 
congregation!). There were a lot of very strong students with 
wonderful teachers in my time at St. Mary. My class started 
in 3rd grade in 1961 since the school began with grades 1 
through 3. Other than 4th grade all of my teachers were 
Religious Sisters of Mercy, wonderfully dedicated teachers.

Do you feel SMS provided you with a foundation for your 
future?
My foundation allowed me to be 
successful in the classroom at a fine 
high school and college while playing 
basketball at a competitive level. The 
focus on values carried into my family 
life, community involvement and 
professional career. My wife Sherry and 
I have been married for 38 years with 
three children, Meaghan our oldest and 
John our youngest in Roanoke, VA. Matt 
our middle son is a Doctor in Chicago. 
The boys are both Korean, we adopted 
them as infants. I guess we took the 
Holy Childhood collections to heart!

What are some of your favorite memories 
of SMS?

Being the oldest in the school for the entire time. Having 
a handful of friends I have reconnected with through 
Facebook. Not realizing how special the school was and 
how we were able to begin some traditions still going strong 
like a basketball team. I will never forget in 7th grade when 
we performed Hansel and Gretel and had our first class trip.

WHAT’S NEW?
We are seeking any and all news about our 
alumni.  Births, marriages, anniversaries, business 
advancements.  Please send your news items to 
advancement@smsmilford.com to be published 
in the next newsletter as well as on the SMS 
website.  Let other alumni know how you are doing 

and what changes are happening in your lives.
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This year, St. Mary’s Drama Club presented Snow White, 
the classic Walt Disney story adapted from a beloved 

Grimm’s fairy tale. Two performances were presented on 
May 23. This was the club’s 21st theatrical production by 
drama director, Lisa Lelas. 

Snow White featured 25 students, ranging from  fourth 
grade to seventh grade. Stand-out performances were given 
by Sophia Dana as the wicked Queen, Morgan Bisecco as 
Snow White, and Abby Nickolenko as the comically, well 
animated “Magic Mirror!” The seven dwarfs were played 
by Andrew Benjamin, Abby Delaney, Cameron Leslie, Aidan 
Quirk, Abby Newman,  Megan Dzialo, and Maya Pinto. 
Additional characters were written into the  play by the 
director to accommodate the large drama club cast, such 
as the  roles of Snow White’s scullery maid friends at the 
castle performed by Lily Bryant and Atiana Tandon. “The 
entire cast did a superb job!” said Lisa Lelas. 

The Drama Club welcomed back St. Mary Drama Club 
student graduate, Matthew Bader as this year’s assistant 
director. Matthew attended St. Mary’s from  pre-school to 
eighth grade and was an active participant in the drama 
club. He  recently graduated from Notre Dame and will be 
attending UCONN in the Fall.  Matthew is working on his 
schedule now and hopes to come back next year as Assistant 
Director, once again.  

Special thanks to all the cast members and their families, 
who assisted with costumes and props.  For students 
interested in partaking in next year’s Drama Club, notices 
will be distributed in school (fourth-eighth grade students) 
in December and sign-ups will begin the first week of 
January, after 
Christmas break. 
Drama  Club meets 
every Monday after 
school from 2:30-
3:30 PM  (Jan-May) 
and next  year’s 
performance is 
scheduled for May 
22, 2017. We hope 
to see you then!

Drama Club Production 
of Snow White

Daises & Brownies
Held on June 7th in the school gym, six Daisies 

bridged to Brownies and 17 Brownies bridged 
to Juniors.  Also, SMS Girl Scout Coordinator Grace 
Joseph awarded Kelli Baranowsky the “Distinguished 
Leader” award, and Kristen Nichols the “Leading 
the Way” award. Also receiving the “Distinguished 
Leader” awards were both our cadette leaders Linda 
Roney and Kim Nickolenko who were unable to join 
the festivities that night.
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Alumni Spotlight:  
SEAN CRONAN, Class of 2010
What is your current job / profession? 
Full time student at Sacred Heart University.

What was your educational path after graduating 
from SMS? 
I went to Notre Dame Fairfield High School and received 
the “Most Outstanding Senior Award.” I also graduated 
top eight in my graduating class. Now I am a sophomore 
at SHU. At SHU, I was given the honor of speaking at 
the Freshman Convocation. I was asked to give a prayer/
homily.

How do you feel SMS prepared you academically? 
The class I was most prepared for in high school and even 
in college was biology and science classes. Mrs. Nelson 
did a great job teaching us about the cell biology and 
chemistry.

Do you feel SMS provided you with a foundation for your 
future? If so, in what ways? 
At SHU, I have participated in the weeklong Community 
Connections Program in inner-city Bridgeport. I also 
completed a week long Habitat for Humanity trip to 
Chicago. At my time at Notre Dame, I also went on a 
service trip to the Appalachia’s.

What are some of your favorite SMS memories? 
My best memories from SMS are Breakfast with Santa, 
Mrs. Pendleton’s P.E. classes, playing basketball on the 
team and going to Sturbridge Village in 5th grade.

What are your plans for the future? 
When I finish my undergraduate classes at SHU next year 
for Exercise Science, I plan on going to graduate school 
for my Physical Therapy doctorate at SHU.

What advice can you give current students?
Learn as much as you can and work as hard as you can 
in these early years because it will pay off in your high 
school and college years. For example, in high school 
I already knew half of the material in biology and 
chemistry since I paid attention in my years at SMS. 
Lastly, have passion in everything you do and you will 
certainly go places.

ZooMoblie 
The Beardsley Zoo’s Zoomoblie visited the Kindergarten 
classes to celebrate the letter “Z”. This special hands-on 
education experience was a student favorite. Much was 
learned about the animals who came to SMS. 

SAVE THE DATE
Fri., Sept. 2 | 8:30 am . . . . . . . . . FiRST SCHOOL MASS
Tues., Sept. 6 . . . . Home-School Association meeting &

WELCOME BACK NiGHT for all parents
Sept. 23-25 . . . . CARNiVAL (Car Raffle on Sunday evening)

Jan. 29-Feb. 5 . . . . . . . . CATHOLiC SCHOOLS WEEK 
Tues., Jan. 31 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . OPEN HOuSE
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Saint Mary School ANNUAL HAPPENINGS 

1-3 — 6th Annual Sprint and Grandparents’ Day  The entire 
school family enjoyed a fun filled day together, racing around 
the school, dancing to music and enjoying Rita’s Italian Ice.  We 
also got to show our grandparents just how much we love and 
appreciate them! The school’s guests were treated to a breakfast 
and luncheon and toured the school to see their grandchildren 
in action. Thank you to Sprint Chairwoman Staci Godek and 
Grandparents Day Chairwomen Mary Savoie and Chrissy 
Valiquette for hosting another great day! 

4 — Science Fair  Under the direction of science teacher, 
Mrs. Jaclyn Williams, students in sixth through eighth grade 
participated in this year’s science fair.  The gymnasium was 
bursting with awesome science experiments.  Sixth and seventh 

graders were asked to chose an experiment, follow the Scientific Method and 
present their findings, while the eighth graders constructed themed roller 
coaster experiments to demonstrate physic concepts. 

5 — Kindergarten Celebration  The Kindergarten Celebration is a beloved 
prayer service that many won’t soon forget! Our school has such a wonderful 
way of making all celebrations memorable, heartfelt and spiritual! A special 
thank you to our 6th grade students who came to support and congratulate 

their “buddies.” Onto 1st grade now! 

6 — First Holy Communion  Under the 
guidance of Miss Nolan and Miss Frampton, 
our 2nd graders (and one 4th grader) made 
their First Holy Communion at St. Mary 
Church in May. Congratulations to all! 
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SMS Students Recognized

1 — Congratulations to our 
eighth grade winners of 
the Knights of Columbus 
Catholic Citizenship Essay 
Contest! First place went to 
Abby Paine, second place 
to Erin Albright and third 
place to Nicole Ardito.

2 — We are so proud of 
St. Mary School’s Respect 
Ambassadors Victoria 
Sogueco, Brian Robertson, 
Kate Mullaney, Hannah 
Newman and Anya Joseph!

3 — National Junior Honor 
Society - St. Mary School 
Chapter newly inducted 
members: Maximilian Acevedo, Sophia Dana, 
Laura Ellison, Emily Haverl, Timothy Jagal, Jon 
Jazwinski, Gwendolyn Logiodice, Christopher 
Melillo, Jade Petalcorin, Brian Robertson, Riley 
Shea and Hanna Zabski joined by current members 
Erin Albright, Avery Andrews, Cate DeProfio, 
Manci Gandhi, Abigail Paine and Victoria Sogueco.

4 — Katherine Welch and Roger Coleman 
represented our school at Milford’s 32nd Annual City 
Wide Spelling Bee at City Hall! Congrats to Justin 
Cummings and Cameron Leslie who were the 
alternates. You all did a great job!

5 — Winners of the Elks Grand Lodge Americanism Essay Contest. First place was 
awarded to Megan Dzialo, 2nd place to Sarah Rice and 3rd place to Katelyn Piorek. 
Pictured here with the winners are fifth grade teachers Mr. Carey and Mrs. Kiernan.   
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1 — Kudos to our winners of the 
DAR Essay Contest! We swept 
in sixth grade with 1st place 
going to Abigail Delaney, 2nd 
place to Nolan Piselli, 3rd place 
to Julie Vacca and honorable 
mention to Natalie Roney! In 
seventh grade, 1st place went 
to Brian Robertson, 3rd place 
to Christian Koschwitz and 
honorable mention to Jade 
Petalcorin. Finally in eighth 
grade, 3rd place went to Victoria 
Sogueco and honorable mention to Abigail Paine.

2—Hats off to SMS sixth grader Jazmyn Casiano! We are proud of Jazmyn as she won 3rd 
place in this year’s Milford Fine Arts Council Student Art Contest.
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...and MORE Accolades!

1
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Congratulations to our fifth 
grade for graduating the DARE 
program.  Also, a big thank you 
to Officer Joanna Salati for her 
guidance and wisdom...and for 
Police K9 Cooper who came to 
celebrate with them!

The ENTIRE St. Mary 
School family donned 
their red noses to 
commemorate Red 
Nose Day.  After the 
school made a donation 
to help bring awareness 
to children living in 
poverty worldwide, all 
the students brought in 
food items to help stock 
the local John Rigley 
Food Pantry.
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SMS 42ND ANNUAL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

Ray Fitzpatrick Award Recipients

This honor is given to memorialize the man who 
started the tournament and ran it until he passed 

away in 2004. It is presented by members of Ray’s 
family, who come back every year, to a member of 
each team in grades 5-8 who exemplify the spirit of 
Mr. Fitzpatrick and sports at St. Mary: teamwork, 
dedication, sportsmanship and respect to others.

Congratulations to this year’s winners (from L to R) 
Maddy Paine, Pita Shields, John Paul Paiva, Lily 
Bryant, Quan Nguyen, Emily Haverl, Manci Gandhi, 
Christopher Melillo and Tyler Pinto.

Congratulations to the winners of the 24th Annual Father Seggel  Foul Shooting Contest!

8TH Grade Victoria Soqueco & runner up Abby Paine
 Tyler Pinto & runner up Casey Tonelli

7TH Grade  Emily Haverl & runner up Jade Petalcorin
 Anthony Rainey & runner up Brian Robertson

6TH Grade  Katie Wetmore & runner up Katelyn Heslin
 Nolan Piselli & runner up Matt Rosati

5TH Grade Megan Dzialo & runner up Aanchal Poddar
 Matt Piechota & runner up John Paul Paiva

4TH Grade  Abby Savoie & runner up Edyn Casiano
 Tim Swanson & runner up Derek Rainey

3RD Grade  Aubrie Nichols & runner up Faith Jackson
 Caden Piselli & runner up Jackson Doyle
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Congratulations to all the winners of the 42nd Annual SMS Basketball 
Tourney, especially our BOyS JJV NAVy TEAM who defeated St. 
Lawrence Shelton and our BOyS JV 6TH TEAM who came in 2nd to 
St. Thomas. It was an exciting couple weeks! Thanks to everyone who 
made it happen and to all those who came to enjoy the games!  

BOyS JJV NAVy TEAM  
Tim Swanson, Pete Swanson, Will Swanson, Christopher 

DeProfio, Matt Parker, Michael Roney, Daniel Kron, John Gerrity

BOyS JV 6TH TEAM
Jack Phelan, Matt Rosati, Justin Cummings, Nolan Piselli, 

Quan Nguyen, Christopher DeCastro, Nick Pavelko

What a great way to bring the school year to 
a close! It was a beautiful day for our annual 
Field Day and many of our SMS 2016 grads 
returned to help with the fun and games.  

A fun time was had 
by all at the 22nd 
Annual SMS Golf 
Tournament that 
was held at Country 
Club of Woodbridge. 
Although the morning 
started out wet, this 
year’s golf tournament 
was a shining success! 
A big thank you to the 
players, sponsors and 
the committee members 
for organizing an 
awesome day. 

Friday Fun Kicks off Tournament  
Everyone looks forward to the Friday that kicks off the basketball 
tournament.  The gymnasium roars with school spirit during the pep 
rally.  Our eighth grade varsity players instruct the preschool through 
second graders with some fundamentals of the game.  Family Fun 
Night kitchen volunteers serve up good eats while all teams participate 
by playing a game against their parents.  Teachers and alumni join the 
March madness as well! A huge thank you to all who help to make the 
tournament such a successful event.



FUN & LEARNING Outside the Classroom
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1 & 2 — Miss Couden and her fourth graders had a great time 
at the Maritime Aquarium! They certainly learned a lot on their 
field trip to Norwalk. 

3— Mrs. Peragine and Mrs. Dunne’s third grade classes enjoyed 
an educational and fun day at The Adventure Park at The 
Discovery Museum. They participated in Kitchen Chemistry, 
took part in a Game Show about measurements and engaged in 
many other hands-on activities! 

4 —  Miss Nolan and Miss Frampton’s second grade classes took 
a field trip to the CT Science Museum to explore more than 165 
thrilling hands-on exhibits from Exploring Space and Forces in 
Motion to the Sports Lab and Energy City.  

5 — Mrs. Doyle and Mrs. Crotta’s first grade classes had nice 
weather for their field trip to the Eli Whitney Museum in 
Hamden. They built boats and tested them out in the different 
outdoor water tables. 

Our sixth graders enjoyed a beautiful day at The Mark Twain 
House and Museum.  They toured the historic Gothic home and 
learned all about Samuel Clemens’ life and writings.

SMS seccond graders visited the Milford Public Library where 
they heard “The Book with No Pictures” and “The True Story 

of the 3 Little 
Pigs.” They 
also enjoyed 
a field trip to 
the PEZ Candy 
uSA Factory in 
Orange!
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Saint Mary School ANNUAL APPEAL Gifts received between 2/16 - 6/16

Guardian Angel $250-$499
Steven and Laraine Fenton 
 In honor of Ryan ’97, Sean ’02, Mary ‘05
Mary T. O’Connor 
 In memory of Helen and Martin O’Connor 

Seraphim $100-$249
Bartolome Family
 In honor of Angie 
Tony and Michele Benedosso 
April and Rich Bryant
 In honor of Julia ’14, Lily ’18, and Chase ‘20
Chris Burns 
 In memory of Joe Burns ‘67
Rebina A. Fortin 
 In memory of Robert J. Fortin 
Paula Gaudet DHM
 In honor of the Graduating Class of 1968
Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Homa
John and Luz Huggard
 In honor of Tiffany Tsionis 
Donald and Sandra Marren Sr. 

Cathy and Larry Mazzola 
 In memory of Raymond and Monica Edwards
Barbara Mazzonna 
 In memory of Anothony and Nancy Mazzonni 
Fran and Chris Pfeiffer
	 In	honor	of	Griffin	Fisher	‘20
Mary Jane Robbins 
 In honor of Greg, Allison, Betsy 
Charles and Barbara Sommers 
 In memory of Darrick Sommers, Class of 1991
Sharon and Chris Wolfe
 In memory of Carolyn Pisko

Cherubim $99 & under
Jan, Betty Jonathan and Julie Baumgart
 In memory of Julia Gasper 
John P. Cahillane
 In memory of Maurice and Nora Cahillane 
Mary Daley 
 In memory of my son G.J. Daley 
Lisa and George Dauphinee
Patrice Dunn 

If we have made any error, please accept 
our apologies; we will reprint your gift with 
the correct information in our next issue.  
Please contact Alicia Piselli at 203-876-9842 
or apiselli@optonline.net.
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Don and Paula Finch 
Girdzis Family
Rosanne Hoagland 
 In memory of Jennie and Joseph DiBiase 
Carig and Beth Jennings 
 In memory of Joan Sylvester
Hank and Claire Luzzi
Markleski Family 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Moffett
 In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Luoquist
 In memory of Mr. and Mrs. William J. Moffet
Trac Kim Nguyen 
Peter and Amanda Parks 
 Thank you Mrs. Dente and Mrs. Legarde 
Ellen Edwards Solomon 
 In memory of Monica Edwards

Please 
think about 
buying a 
personalized 
brick to add 
to St. Mary 
School’s 
brick walk.  

These bricks make a great 
graduation or First Holy 
Communion gift and are a special 
way to remember a loved one.  

All visitors to St. Mary’s will see 
your lasting tribute, so please 
consider supporting our school 
and being a part of the St. Mary 
Commemorative Brick Walk!  
Visit the school website www.
saintmaryschoolmilford.org to 
learn more.

Commemorative Brick Donors
Elizabeth Baird
 Baird Family 
 Grace, Lily
 Robbie & Henry 
Chris Boyle
 The Boyle Family 
April Bryant
 We love & miss 
 Rose & Dom 
 Mangone 2016
Ron Lombard 
& Ana Maria Tamayo
 Prayers for 
 Momma Ange L.
 Ayden Tamayo 
Dawn Puvogel 
 Avery Andrews
 Class of 2016

Janet Phillips
 Phillips’
 Shannon 01
 Sean 03
Garry Sheppard
 Carlie Simard
 Love
 Nana Pa 2016
Marcel, Denese 
& Nathan Slowly 
 We Love You 
 Auntie Sarah 
 The Slowly Family 
Mackenzie Smith
 The Coyle Family 2016
Sharon Wolfe 
 In Memory of Carolyn Pisko

Saint Mary Boy Scout Troop 721
 Ken Maraczi 07
 Win Smith, III 07
 Colin Dunn 08
 Mark Savo 08
 J. Topalian 08
 Mike Casey, Jr. 08
 Brian Cimbark 08
 T. De Gennaro 08
 Greg Hewston 09
 R. Cummings 09
 Matt Iovine 09
 J. Bonnanzio 09
 Josh Williston 09
 Jack Patrick 09
 Kendal Reed 10
 Brian Casey 10
 Colin Marin 10

 Aaron Schwabacher 11
 S. Hewston 11
 Patrick Keefe 11
 TJ Meehan 11
 A. Hultgren 12
 AJ Piselli, Jr. 12
 Cole Nelson 13
 Conlan Rose 13
 Adam Schwabacher 13 
 Robert Keefe 13
 John Casey, III 13
 Dan Hackenjos 13
 A. Richardson 15
 Lucas Farrell 15
 D. McCarthy 15
 Jake Ramadon 16
 Jaden Esse 16



Saint Mary School Annual Appeal
St. Mary School is a very special place.  Please consider a generous gift to the 

St. Mary School Annual Fund and help us maintain a quality education for our children.

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

City, State Zip: _______________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________ Email: ____________________________ Grad Year: ___________

Your gift is tax-deductible.  Please (p) your giving level below.  Mail this form along with your check made payable 
to “St. Mary School” to St. Mary School, Attn: Annual Appeal, 72 Gulf St., Milford, CT 06460.

 ___  St. Mary’s Steeple $2,500+ ___  Guardian Angel $250 - $499
 ___  St. Mary’s Circle $1,000 - $2,499 ___  Seraphim $100 - $249
 ___  Archangel $500 - $999 ___  Cherubim $99 and less

Gifts contributed after July 1, 2016, will be listed in the next SMS Today newsletter.

Name as it will appear in the SMS Today newsletter: My Gift is:

 In Honor of: ______________________________

_________________________________________________  In Memory of:_____________________________



Make your gift

ONLINE
Visit our website

www.saintmaryschoolmilford.org

Click on the Donation tab 
at the top of the menu 
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